


practical Christianity is full of biblical application and encourage-
ment. This volume also includes a biographical sketch of the author
and appended sermon concerning Christ’s manifestation of Himself
to those who love Him. Foreword written by John MacArthur.

OTHER TITLES

G uurdlng
the Treasure

Wields ng
the Sword

The Soul's
Implantation

(HC, 144 pgs) $25.00]$19.00

The Whole Story of the Bible in 16 Verses
Chris Bruno
This book highlights 16 key Bible verses that
stand as “turning points” in the biblical story-
line—enabling us to see God’s incredible plan to
redeem His people and glorify His name from
Genesis to Revelation. Whether it’s exploring
the creation of humanity, the establishment of
the covenants, or the coming of the Messiah,
this book will help Christians see how God’s
Word tells a single story about His sovereignty,
glory, and grace.

(Crossway, PB, 138 pgs) $11.00|$8.25

Guarding the Treasure: How God’s
People Preserve God’s Word
Linda Finlayson
King Alfred, William Tyndale, Cameron
Townsend, and Jo Shetlar are all examples of
Christian believers who guarded the treasure
of God’s Word. Men and women like them
have traveled far and wide, lived a life of danger
and adventure, and have even died because of
the Bible.

(Christian Focus, PB, 239 pgs) $10.99|$8.25

Wielding the Sword: Preachers and
Teachers of God’s Word
Linda Finlayson
When God’s people teach and preach the
Word of God, they are wielding a weapon that
is “sharper than a two-edged sword.” Here is
a great introduction to the men (such as John
Wycliffe) who preached and the women (such
as Monica from the early church) who taught
God’s Word throughout history.

(Christian Focus, PB, 175 pgs) $9.99|$7.50

The Soul’s Implantation
Thomas Hooker
Thomas Hooker had an amazing God-given
understanding of how the Holy Spirit works
in conviction of sin, humbling the sinner and
breaking him of his pride in the conversion
process. He shows clearly that a man must be
broken and humbled for his sins before he can
be assured of his salvation.

(International Outreach, HC, 206 pgs)

$29.00/$24.00

JOEL R. BEEKE

Knowable Word: Helping Ordinary

5 People Learn to Study the Bible

Peter Krol
“It is hard to overestimate the value of this tidy

. volume. It is clear and uncomplicated. No one

will be off-put by this book. It will engage the

8 novice and the serious student of Scripture. It

works as a solid read for individuals or as an
exciting study for a small group.” —Ted Tripp

(Cruciform, PB, 117 pgs) $9.99|$7.50
Ecclesiastes (Reformed Expository

Commentary)
Douglas Sean O’Donnell

.\ We live in a busy world, but does our busyness

| have a purpose? The author turns to Ecclesiastes

to show us that lives of seeming futility “under
the sun” become filled with joy and meaning if
we live “under the rule of the Son.” Learn from
Ecclesiastes to find meaning in life by abandon-
ing illusions of self-importance, putting aside all
pride, and embracing divine wisdom

(P&R, HC, 272 pgs) $22.99|$17.25

Send orders for the above titles to:

RHB

REFORMATION HERITAGE BOOKS
. 2965 Leonard St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525
616-977-0889/Fax: 616-285-3246
www.heritagebooks.org; e-mail: orders@heritagebooks.org

Qty. Author/Title Price Total
Sub-total
Mich. residents add 6% sales tax.
Sales Tax
Postage (US 12%, min. $3.99;
Canada: 20%, min. $7.50; Postage
Opverseas: 28%, min. $10.00) Total
Name
Address
VISA/MC #
Exp. Date Security Code

All orders must be accompanied with payment in U.S. funds. Canadian Cus-
tomers: Write U.S. Funds behind total amount of your check or pay by VISA

or MasterCard.

In Canada these books are available at comparable prices from:

ReformedBookServices

230 Lynden Road, Unit 5A (behind Galaxy Car Wash)

Brantford, Ontario CANADA N3R 8A3,

Phone: 519.304.4709; Email: sales@reformedbookservices.ca

www.reformedbookservices.ca
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JESUS WAS

MEDITATION FOR CHILDREN « -« « MARY BEEKE

YOUR AGE

Read Luke 2:40-52

At this time of the year, we remember the birth of Jesus,
born in a barn in Bethlehem and laid in a feeding trough for
a crib. Joseph and Mary fled to Egypt with baby Jesus for a
few years to escape murderous Herod. Then Jesus spent the
rest of His boyhood and early adulthood in lowly Nazareth
until He began His earthly ministry. We don’t know much
about Him in those years, but we know enough to learn valu-
able lessons. And, children, we know that Jesus was your age
at one time in His life.

Picture yourself growing up in Nazareth. Picture yourself
living next door to Jesus and His family. Imagine Jesus being
the exact age that you are right now. What was He like? Let’s
look at the Bible and find out.

What did He look like? Isaiah 53:2 tells us that “he hath
no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is
no beauty that we should desire him.” So Jesus was ordinary
looking. He grew at a normal rate and learned like you do.
He didn’t draw attention to Himself. He was humble. His
neighbors were surprised later when He began to preach, do
miracles, and tell them He was God.

What was His personality like? “The grace of God was upon
Him.” Because Jesus was always God, He never sinned. He
didn’t even want to. Temptations came to Him but He “waxed
strong in spirit.” This means that He always loved to do what
was right and did not give in to temptation. He controlled
Himself; He was self-disciplined. He lived the Ten Com-
mandments. Luke also tells us He “increased in wisdom” and
was “filled with wisdom.” He was never foolish. He lived the
Proverbs. He was a growing boy, so He was not born with
the knowledge of an adult. But as He grew, His knowledge
grew. He learned about everyday life around Him, like how
to build things with wood, how to do household chores, and
how to read. But He especially loved learning from the Bible.

Jesus must have been kind and compassionate also, as we
see in His later years. He must have felt love for those who
were handicapped or underprivileged. He must have even
loved sinners and wanted them to turn from their evil ways
because He knew He would die so that they could be saved.

What did He do and what did He say? The only story that
we have of Jesus’ boyhood—when He went up to Jerusalem
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for Passover with His family and friends. They sang psalms
as they traveled the seventy miles. The week they spent in
the synagogue was not long enough for Jesus. He stayed three
days longer, asking and answering questions with the doc-
tors (teachers). They “were astonished at his understanding
and answers.” And isn’t it amazing that He knew His calling
at the age of twelve: to be about His Father’s business. Yet,
when Mary and Joseph said that it was time to go home, He
obeyed. Jesus also learned from His earthly father how to be
a carpenter, and He worked in that trade.

What did others think of Him? We have already learned
that the rabbis at the synagogue were amazed at Jesus. They
admired Him and must have realized that this came from
God. Luke also tells us that He “increased in wisdom and
stature, and in favor with God and man,” so the people all
around Jesus liked Him. You would have, too, if you were
His neighbor. But later on, when Jesus began to preach and
do miracles and say that He was God, His own brothers and
sisters were upset with Him.

What did God think of Him? Jesus and the Father are one.
The Father always has and always will love His Son.

Now that we have answered some questions about Jesus,
what about you? If Jesus were your neighbor, what would He
think about you? You might say, “I'm a sinner in my person-
ality, my words, and my actions. I can’t even begin to be like
Jesus.” You are right. But there is hope! You can be a friend of
Jesus. You can even be in Jesus’ family! He promised that if we
ask for the Holy Spirit (Luke 11:17) and if we ask for things
according to His will, He will give them (Luke 11:8-10). Tell
Him everything about yourself. Confess your sins, even the
shameful ones. “Lord, I'm foolish; please give me wisdom.”
“Lord my heart wants to run away from Thee. Please draw
me.” “Lord, this is what I have done wrong. Please make me
hate sin and love Thee. And forgive me.” Jesus understands
you. He was a person. Jesus was your age. Ask Him to be your
Best Friend. Ask Him to be your Savior and Lord. Nothing

is more important.

Mary Beeke is a homemaker, wife of the editor, and member of the Grand Rapids
Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation.



BIBLE Q U | Z for chitdrer

Andrea Scholten

Young Samuel was confused. He was certain that old Eli had called him after he had lain down to sleep, but the old man
denied it. When Eli realized that God was speaking to young Samuel, he told Samuel what to say the next time God called
him. Find out what Eli said, and think about how you too can pray using these words.

Directions: Change each given letter by adding five letters. Then fill in each blank with the correct vowel, using the code.

Example: H + 5 letters = M
Vowel Code: 1=A  2=E  3=0 4=Y
ANSWERS TO LAST
N F @ T MONTH'’S PUZZLE:
21 3 1. House, vessel
| 2. Clay, understanding
3. Maker, hands
L 3_ = oE : A 3 Wl Q’T e 4. Treasure, excellency
5. Iron, broken
6. Father, potter
C__M_oOoc¢Ccr 7. Remember, dust
21 2 8. Formed, lump
Answer: R ST O, S 4 A -
STORY FOR CHILDREN ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ « ANDREA SCHOLTEN

BLESSED ARE THE MEEK

The ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which
is in the sight of God of great price.
1 PETER 3:4b

Glance down at your hand. Are you wearing a ring right
now? Or a wristband or bracelet? These are considered orna-
ments. An ornament is something we put on as decoration.
If you could count up all the ornaments used in the world,
think how many they would be! Girls wear scarves, flowers,
jewelry, and headbands. Boys wear ties, wristbands, and
baseball caps. Many years ago, the prophet Isaiah spoke
about Jewish women wearing quite the number of curious
ornaments, many of which we don’t even recognize! Native
Americans, Africans, Asians, and many other groups of
people throughout world history all have had different orna-
ments (from scalps to teeth to paint) that they wore.

But there is a far better ornament that God’s Word
speaks of: a meek and quiet spirit. A minister once asked the

children of his Sunday school this question: “Children, who
are the meek?” A little boy gave him this excellent answer:
“They are those who give soft answers to rough questions.”

One evening, several men were talking around a big,
kitchen table. In the middle of their conversation, one of
the men set down his coffee cup and declared, “Depend
upon it, a gentle spirit is a mighty cure-all.” Over in the
corner of the room at a desk, a little boy was doing his math
homework when he heard that statement. He repeated the
words quietly to himself, wondering what they meant. The
man heard him speak and, turning in his chair, asked the
little boy if he agreed with that statement.

The little boy blushed and then stammered, “I don’t
think I know what you mean.”

“Well, I'll explain it to you,” said the man, “with a story
of what happened to me when I was a boy your age.” He
stretched his legs out in front of him while everyone quieted
to hear his story.
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My father was an officer in the army, and he thought
that the best way to settle everything was by fight-
ing. If a boy ever said anything rude to me, he
would say to me, “Fight him, Charley, fight him.”

When I was about nine, I was sent to a famous
school, and it just so happened that my seat was
next to a boy named Tom Tucker. When I found
out that he was poor and lived in a rundown house,
I began to put on airs and brag about what my
father owned and how he lived. But Tom was a
really good student, very much liked by the other
boys, and he was great at baseball, and so, for a
while, we got along okay.

One day, however, a bunch of boys, including
myself, got in trouble with one of the teachers, and
somehow we all decided that Tom Tucker was at the
bottom of it. This made me furious! “Tom Tucker—
who does he think he is?” I yelled. “I’ll let him
know who I am.” Soon we were all in a rage. The
boys told me to go to Tom and give him a thrash-
ing. Swelling with anger, I bolted into Tom’s yard.
There he was, playing with his little sister and their
dog, Trip. Marching straight up to him, I bawled
out, “I'll teach you how to talk about me, Mr. Tom
Tattletale!”

Tom never winced or seemed the least frightened
but stood looking at me, as gentle as a lamb. “Tell
me,” I cried, throwing down my backpack, dou-

bling my fist, and sidling up to him. “Tell me, or
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I'll...—kill you, I was going to say, for murder was
in my heart.

Tom stepped aside and said in a firm, but quiet
tone, “Charles, you may strike me as much as you
please; I tell you I won’t hit you back. Fighting is a
poor way to settle difficulties. When you are your-
self, I'll talk with you.”

Oh, what an answer that was! How it stopped
me in my tracks. So firm and yet so mild! I felt that
there was no fun in having the fight all on one side.
I was ashamed of myself and my foolish, wicked
temper. I longed to get out of his sight. I saw how
foolish my way of doing things was. And from that
hour Tom Tucker had an influence over me which
nobody else had before or since. And all of that was
done by the power of a gentle spirit.

“And so I end as I began,” said the man at the kitchen table.
“A gentle spirit is a mighty cure-all.”

Tom Tucker was wearing the ornament of a meek and
quiet spirit. God had changed his heart from one of loving
himself and letting his temper explode to one of loving
Christ and His commandments. Has your heart been
changed? Are you wearing the ornament of meekness?

Andrea Scholten is a school teacher, a writer for children, and a member

of the HNRC in Grand Rapids, Michigan. This article is adapted from The
Great Pilot and His Lessons, by Rev. Richard Newton. New York: Robert Carter
& Brothers, 1866.



NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Obituary notices, church events, and marriage and anniversary notices will be printed free of charge and under no obligation of a gift received.
Other announcements and/or requests will be approved by the editorial committee on an individual basis as received.

SUMMARY OF SPECIAL SYNOD

On Thursday, October 15, Rev. D. Van Brugge led
the Synodical Prayer service, focusing our attention
on the epistle of Jude, the 24th and 25th verses,
“Now unto him that is able to keep you from fall-
ing, and to present you faultless before the presence
of his glory with exceeding joy, To the only wise
God our Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion
and power, both now and ever. Amen.” What a
doxology this is upon which to lean as we prepare
for this special Synod!

Synod was convened by Pastor Lipsy of the call-
ing church of Burgessville with singing, prayer, and
a meditation on the personal nature of Christ’s let-
ters to the churches in Revelations 2 and 3.

A hearty welcome was extended to Elder Con-
nor Keuning as advisory delegate from the Free
Reformed churches.

After a presentation and Q&A session, Synod
approved the proposed Ph.D. program for PRTS.
May we now pray for ATS accreditation and that
the right personnel be brought to the seminary to
facilitate the implementation of the program.

Synod approved granting Dr. Michael Barrett
ministerial credentials in the HRC and that he
be formally installed as a Professor of Theology at
PRTS by the Grand Rapids congregation.

Synod supported a study document on homo-
sexuality and asked the churches, via Synod 2016
God willing, to determine what the status of this
document will be.

Finally, approval was given, with prayer, for one
of the churches to proceed with further steps of
Christian discipline in a case that was discussed in
closed session.

Three brief presentations on “Obstacles to
Church Union” were given at a joint HRC/FRC
Office Bearers Conference the day following Synod.

It is a rare occurrence for the Lord to bless a
Synodical meeting with unanimous decisions, but
such was the case with all of the matters voted
upon at this special Synod. It is our plea that our
gracious heavenly Father might continue to guide
and keep us, for His great Name’s sake, as we look
to Him year by year. —DL

OBITUARY

SPAANS, Adrian, age 77 of Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan, went to be with his Lord on Monday, October
12, 2015. He was preceded in death by his parents,
sister, and five brothers. He is survived by his lov-
ing wife of 57 years, Elizabeth; children—Mary
(Gordon) Boluyt, Mike (Cindra) Spaans, Adrian
Spaans; 6 brothers; 6 grandchildren, 12 great grand-
children. (Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven, Psalm 46:1,
10a; Psalm 116:15).

RENEW NOW SO AS NOT TO MISS 2016 ISSUES

O Please renew my subscription to The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth for 2016.
Payment is enclosed.

U Enclosed please find payment for gift subscriptions. Names and
addresses of the gift subscriptions are enclosed.

U Enclosed please find a donation for a gift subscription for ____ prisoners.

U Please charge my VISA/MC: #
Exp. Date

Signature

Subscription price: $25.00 in the United States; $30.00 in Canada, payable
in U.S. funds. To foreign countries $35.00 (surface mail) or $65.00 (air mail),
payable in U.S. funds. (836.00 for The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth on CD.)
As rates for North America do not cover expenses incurred, donations are most
welcome. (Back issues are $4.25 each.)

Name

Street

City

State/Province/Country Zip/Postal Code

Mail to: THE BANNER OF SOVEREIGN GRACE TRUTH
540 Crescent St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 U.S.A.

________________________________________________________

BOUND COPIES OF “BANNER OF SOVEREIGN GRACE TRUTH”

Once again, we make available to our Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth read-
ership the possibility of purchasing bound copies of this periodical. Please
place a check in the box corresponding to the option(s) in which you are
interested and forward to the subscription manager by January 31, 2016.

U Enclosed please find $30.00 for the binding of the 2015 issues of the Banner of
Sovereign Grace Truth. My ten issues are enclosed.

U Enclosed please find $50.00 ($30.00 for binding and $20.00 for a set of ten issues)
for a bound copy of the ten 2015 issues of the Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth.

O I would like to pre-order a bound set of 2016 issues of the Banner of Sovereign
Grace Truth. Please put my name on reserve, and I will forward you $50.00 upon
receiving the bound volume in early 2017, D.V.

U Please charge my VISA/MC: #
Exp. Date

Signature

Name

Street

City

State/Province/Country Zip/Postal Code

Mail to: THE BANNER OF SOVEREIGN GRACE TRUTH
540 Crescent St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503 U.S.A.

________________________________________________________
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2016 YOUTH CAMP
We have again reserved Camp Michawana, located in Hastings,
Michigan, for Tuesday, July 5—Friday, July 8. Please reserve these
dates for a special time of fellowship, growth, and instruction in

God’s Word. Registrations will be available in April.

HERITAGE SPRING RETREAT

Save the date! All 18-35-year olds are warmly invited to
the Heritage Spring Retreat from Friday, May 20 through
Monday, May 23, 2016 at Maple Grove Christian Retreat
Centre in Thamesford, Ontario. In addition to cabins,
there are some accommodations for married couples; camp-
ing and tent sites are also available. Visit www.Heritage
Retreat.ca for updated information and details.

BRADENTON FLORIDA WORSHIP SERVICES FOR
JANUARY TO MARCH, 2016

Florida Reformed Fellowship’s Services have moved to a new
location in the First Baptist Church’s Chapel Building located
at 1301 Manatee Avenue (corner of 13th Street and Manatee),
in downtown Bradenton. Please note, new worship times are 9:30
a.m. and 2:00 p.m.

For additional info. contact Rev. Mark Kelderman at (616) 432-
3402 or Marty Staal at (616) 363-8687 or Fl. at (941) 751-9970.

TEACHERS NEEDED
The Board of OXFORD REFORMED CHRISTIAN SCHOOL invites appli-
cations for high-school teaching position(s) and potential elementary
teaching position(s) for the 2016/2017 school year.

O.R.C.S. is a parent-run school serving the needs of several local
Reformed communities and has been operating for ten years. We
have been blessed with a new facility located in Mount Elgin, a rural
village in south-western Ontario. Our present enrolment is over 275
students and we offer a Kindergarten to grade 12 program.

We have a need for qualified, passionate high-school teachers
(preferably with a math and/or science major) to join our staff team.
Qualified elementary teachers are also invited to apply. All applicants
committed to the Reformed faith and to Christian education are
encouraged to apply before February 15, 2016.

Applications must include a resumé, statement of faith, philosophy
of Christian education, and references. Promptly send to: Oxford
Reformed Christian School, ¢/o Mr. W. Van Brugge (principal),
333182 Plank Line, PO Box 87, Mount Elgin, ON, NOJ 1NO. E-mail:
principal@orcschool.ca. Phone: 519-485-1142.

JORDAN CHRISTIAN SCHOOL is inviting applications for the position
of principal. A JK-12 school with enrollment of just over 100 stu-
dents, we are seeking an individual with a strong vision of Reformed
education to assume the leadership of the school and its educational
program beginning in the fall of 2016. Our ideal candidate is an expe-
rienced and qualified educator with gifts for leadership and a heart for
service. The candidate will be passionate about teaching, and able to
foster and maintain positive relationships in the school community.
Qualified individuals who seek to serve in the field of Reformed
Christian education, and who submit to Scripture as summarized
by the Reformed confessions are encouraged to submit a resumé, a
statement of faith, philosophy of education, and letters of reference to
Mzr. John Beeke, JohnRBeeke@gmail.com no later than January 15,
2016. For more information about this position or the operation of the
school, please contact the principal, Mr. Mark Fintelman principal@
ourjcs.ca, or view our web profile at www.ourjcs.ca.
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IN THE FOOTSTEPS
OF THE APOSTLES

and George Kroeze
with Christian Guides in
GREECE and TURKEY

Land Tour (May 18 - June 1, 2016)

Double'Occupancy Rates: $4145/person (from GR)
$3845/person (from Newark or JFK)

Optional Iconic Aegean Cruise (May 13 - 20, 2016)

Adds approximately $1345/person to Land Tour

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Dr. Joel R. Beeke ¢ 616.432.3403 ¢ joel.beeke@prts.edu
Ann Dykema ¢ 616.432.3404 ¢ ann.dykema@prts.edu

FOCUS ON CHRISTIANITY

EARLIEST DRAFT OF THE KING JAMES BIBLE DISCOVERED

While abroad, Jeffrey A. Miller, an assistant professor of English at a
New Jersey school, had acquainted himself with some of the seventy
pages of a notebook that had belonged to Samuel Ward, a seventeenth-
century biblical scholar. The notebook held draft portions of the most
enduring English translation of the Bible: the King James Version,
which was published in 1611 and named for the newly ascended King
James I. “I am not even sure I believed it initially,” said Miller, describ-
ing the moment when he figured out he had seen draft pages from
the most widely read work in all of English, including Shakespeare.
“It seems beyond belief to think you could be looking at a draft of the
King James Bible, much less a draft unlike any other draft that we
previously had, much less the earliest draft of the King James Bible.”

But he also found the notebook, cataloged in the 1980s as “a verse-
by-verse biblical commentary” with “Greek word studies and some
Hebrew notes.” Eventually, Miller came to understand that some of
the pages were Ward’s draft of a part of the KJV—one complete and
one incomplete book from the Apocrypha, writings that are valuable
for historical purposes, but are not divinely inspired. Miller saw an
entire draft of 1 Esdras and a partial draft of the book known as the
Wisdom of Solomon.

While very few drafts—and no complete drafts—of the KJV have
been found, Miller’s discovery is the first that can be attributed to
a particular translator. Further study, he said, will shed light on the
KJV but also the English language it helped shape. “The King James
Bible is a monument of English religion, literature, and the language
itself,” he said, and it’s important to understand how it got built. “It
didn’t just fall out of the sky.” (Lauren Markoe|Religion News Service)



CHRISTIAN WORLD VIEW

NATIONAL NEWS

GANG MEMBERS BEING CONVERTED THROUGH CALIFORNIA
SCHOOLS' BIBLE CLASSES

Students are coming to Christ during Bible clubs in California
public high schools. Brian Barcelona is the leader of One Voice
Student Missions and a speaker at many Bible club meetings. Bar-
celona stated that during one Bible club meeting even former gang
members came to Christ. “I will never forget when I finished, there
was this awkward silence in the room, and this gang member stands
to his feet and he looks at me and says, ‘What do I have to do to
be saved?”

Many students are receiving Christ and finding renewed hope
through the Bible clubs, which are taking place in over 20 schools
and reaching more than 2,000 students. A student, Valeria Bonoan,
stated, “They encouraged me to seck God more and to seek this
deeper relationship and I really learned a lot and gained wisdom
from their teaching.”

The public schools are offering little resistance to the presence
of the Bible clubs. Barclona recalls principals pulling him into their
office and saying, “Look, I don’t know what you are saying (in)
these meetings. I don’t know what you are doing in these meetings,
but whatever you are doing, keep doing it because gangs have been
coming to our counseling offices with kids saying, “‘We don’t want
to be a part of our gang anymore. Help us.” Barcelona says that he
became a Christian in high school at a meeting similar to the Bible
clubs at which he now speaks. (Veronica Neffinger|Editor, Chris-
tianHeadlines.com)

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
ENGLAND: SOME CHURCHES MAY OPEN ONLY ON
‘FESTIVAL DAYS
The Church of England is considering a radical plan to close thou-
sands of historic village churches, opening them only on major
holidays like Christmas and Easter.

The Church says a “festival church” concept will need to be ana-
lyzed but could provide a way to utilize buildings in communities
that can no longer support heavy maintenance burdens.

The Church of England’s new report focuses on 16,000 church
buildings. Many are in rural areas and have an attendance of less
than 40 people.

The report examines the financial burden that many of these
congregations face in maintaining their historic buildings and sug-
gests “festival churches” as a good option.

Fewer than 800,000 worshippers attend a Church of England
church on an average Sunday, less than half the worshippers that
attended in the 1960s.

More than 33 million people in England and Wales list Chris-
tianity as their religion in the latest government census. That is a
decline of more than 4 million from the last census in 2001. (CBN-
News.com)

ISIS TERRORIST ABANDONS JIHAD AFTER WITNESSING “LOVE
OF CHRISTIANS” AT JORDANIAN REFUGEE CAMP

Christian Aid Mission has said that Islamic State militants are
disguising themselves as refugees at some U.N.-operated refugee
camps in Jordan, where they are killing people and selling girls. One
such terrorist reportedly abandoned his mission to murder people
after seeing the “love of Christians” at the camps.

JOHN GOUDZWAARD

“The Muslim gangs come as refugees, but they have their agen-
das,” one ministry director, whose name wasn’t shared, told the
aid group. “They're like a mafia. People are even killed inside the
camps, and the refugees are afraid to say if they saw somebody get
killed. If you ask them, they’ll say, ‘T don’t know, I was asleep.”

He shared one story where an ISIS fighter from northern Syr-
ian came to one of the Jordanian refugee camps with the intention
to kill Christian workers—but abandoned his plans after hear-
ing the gospel and “witnessing the love of the Christians.” “He
first saw how Islam brainwashed him about Christianity, and how
that contrasted with the reality of what he saw in the Christians,”
the director said. “And we're talking about an area of Jordan that
has three Salafist [a strict, fundamentalist branch of Sunni Islam]
mosques. They raise up people to go and fight.” (Zionica)

PERSECUTION FOCUS

STATE DEPARTMENT RELIGIOUS FREEDOM REPORT FOCUSES
ON TERROR GROUPS

Secretary of State John Kerry released his department’s Interna-
tional Religious Freedom Report for 2014, and called terror groups
the world’s greatest threat to religious freedom. The report, con-
sidered the most comprehensive accounting of religious freedom
violations worldwide, covers nearly 200 countries and territories.
But it is non-state actors, Kerry said at a State Department press
conference, that are today “the principal persecutors and preventers
of religious tolerance and practice.” He called out these groups by
name, topping the list with the Islamic State but referring to it as
“Daesh,” a term with derogatory undertones used by other govern-
ments and many Arabs. Kerry continued with similarly violent
groups: “al-Qaida, al-Shabab, Boko Haram.” “All have been guilty
of vicious acts of unprovoked violence,” Kerry said, describing the
groups’ murder and enslavement of the innocent. “Children have
been among the victims.”

Kerry released the report alongside Rabbi David Saperstein,
the ambassador-at-large for international religious freedom who
has been on the job for ten months, and highlighted other worri-
some trends. Saperstein decried blasphemy laws and apostasy laws
in countries including Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Sudan.
“The United States uniformly opposes such laws, which are used to
oppress those whose religious beliefs happen to offend the major-
ity,” Saperstein said. “Such laws are inconsistent with international
human rights and fundamental freedoms, and we will continue to
call for their universal repeal.” He also pointed to governments that
abuse their citizens “for simply exercising their faith or identifying
with a religious community.” “We see this dramatized by the plight
of countless numbers of prisoners of conscience,” he said, and spoke
of his travels to Vietnam, where he “saw firsthand how religious
groups are forced to undergo an onerous and arbitrary registration
process to legally operate.”

The report this year did not include what is often the most
anticipated aspect: the listing of “Countries of Particular Concern.”
The CPCs are not always tied to the report and will be released
soon, said a State Department spokesman. The countries currently
on the CPC list are: Burma, China, Eritrea, Iran, North Korea,
Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan. (Lauren
Markoe|Religion News Service)
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In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge (COLOSSIANS 2:3).

CHRIST IS TO BE PREEMINENT IN YOUR CHARACTER

In our continued look at Colossians, we find Paul telling the
church that Christ is to be preeminent not only in their per-
spective, but also in their character. “Put on therefore, as the
elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness,
humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing
one another and forgiving one another” (3:12). These things
hardly need explaining. We all know that compassion and
kindness and humility and patience are special virtues.

But Paul writes that these things need to be puz on. It is a
clothing metaphor. Christians are to take off the robe of anger
and selfishness and to wear the robes of gentleness, kindness,
patience, and forgiveness. Why? “As Christ forgave you, so
also do ye” (3:13). Your character is to be like Christ’s.

Christ is glorified when your character reflects His. Who
is our model of love but the Savior Himself? And so, Paul
continues, “above all these things put on charity, which is the
bond of perfectness” (3:14). The garment of love must be put
on top of the robes of patience and forgiveness. This is not a
garment in the same full sense, but a cloth that acts as a belt.
Gentleness and kindness are kept tightly wrapped around you
with the belt of love, which is the bond of perfectness.

You make Christ preeminent in your character by let-
ting “the peace of God rule in your hearts.... Let the Word
of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs.” You cannot just know these things; they need to be
richly alive in you; the language implies extravagance: “Let
the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.... Singing with grace
in your hearts.”

Making Christ preeminent is personal—it is in you, in
your heart—but it extends to one another. And it is also
regular; it is to occur daily, even all the time. God says,
“Whatsoever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of
the Lord Jesus” (3:17). This is the supreme principle of so/i
deo Gloria: “Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do
all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). Even your home and
family relationships are to be done in the name of Christ. The
implications of this are clearly set out in Colossians:

3:18 — Wives, submit in the name of the Lord Jesus.
Do not try to match culture’s idea of a wife; do not be
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selfish and independent. But neither should you submit
just because you know that is required. Instead, respect

the leadership of your husband as in the Lord.

3:19 — Husbands, love in the name of the Lord Jesus.
The ideal Roman man was cruel, loud, unkind, intimi-
dating. But none of this was to be in a Christian home.
Love your wives just as sacrificially as Christ loves the

church.
3:20 — Children, obey in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Do it all the time, not just when it suits you. Do not
obey just to get something, but because you want to.

This is well pleasing to the Lord.

3:21 — Fathers, be encouraging in the name of the Lord
Jesus. Do not cause your children to be angry or frus-
trated, but lead your little children to Jesus.

3:22 — Servants and employees, be diligent in the name
of the Lord Jesus. Do not work begrudgingly, as if you
hate your job or are too good for it. Do not work your
best only when the boss is looking. Work as if you are
working for the Lord.

4:1 — Employers, be fair in the name of the Lord Jesus.
Give your employees what is just and fair. Do not be
harsh and stingy. You have a Master in heaven who will
reward you one day.

So often we live without thinking; we respond to our spouses
without thinking, we parent without thinking, we go through
the monotony of work without thinking. But if we are to do
all in the name of the Lord Jesus, we need to be very aware
why we are doing the things we are doing and why we are
doing them that way.

A Christ-centered life does not necessitate hundreds of
rules. This rule makes Christian living very simple: Whatever
you do, whether words or actions, be able to do it in the name
of the Lord Jesus with thankfulness.

Rev. Maarten Kuivenhoven is a pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed
Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and a doctoral student at Calvin
Theological Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan. Rev. David VanBrugge is
a pastor of the Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan. Feel free to email either of them: kuivenhoven.maarten@gmail
.com; dvanbrugge@gmail.com.



FROM OUR MAILBOX

FROM A FRIEND WHO IS UNDERGOING CHEMO:

I would like to share with you some things I am beginning
to learn about trials. I have been reading a book about a
missionary couple that felt a strong calling to go to China.
When they arrived, instead of being welcomed, they were
put in a small room with their baby and were placed under
house arrest while residing in a small community. They had
no heat, had hardly any food, and were not allowed to talk to
anyone. Any Chinese people that would talk to them would
also be punished severely.

They continued to live this way for about three years (being
unable to leave the country), and could not understand the
way in which God was leading them. Each night they would
sing hymns, and the people of the community would hear
them, wondering how they could do that under their terrible
circumstances. They began to wonder and ask, “Who is their
God whom they were still serving under such circumstances?”

Then, after three years, they were sent home, wondering
what good could come from what appeared to be three wasted
years. They discovered, however, that their silent submis-
sion in their difficult circumstances was used for some of
the Chinese people who had observed them during these
three years—even though during that time they could nei-
ther preach nor talk to them. These missionaries said that
they learned the following from this: “God does nof want us
to submit to His will.” When I read this, I was puzzled at
first, and said to myself, “This is wrong!” But this statement
was followed by these words: “God wants us to de/ight in His
will—as Christ did” (Psalm 40:8, “I delight to do thy will, O
my God”; and John 4:34, “My meat is to do the will of him
that sent me”).

I realize more and more that we cannot possibly do this
apart from the grace of the Lord. I have been praying for
submission to my trial. That is not enough, however, and I
realized that I have to pray that I will willingly agree with His
way. How much we need to learn this lesson! All of us have
trials in some form or another. May God give us the grace to
accept them, and to de/ight in His will.

FROM A FRIEND IN NORTH DAKOTA:

You don’t know me but my closest friend is presently taking
your Puritan Theology Class. I have had the chance to sit in
and listen to some of the Thursday lectures with him as he takes
notes and interacts with the class via Skype.

I 'wanted to let you know how impacted I have been by some
of the lectures, particularly the ones on John Owen’s Commu-
nion with God and Thomas Goodwin on Christ Set Forth.

I'was at a recent conference where you spoke at the afternoon
session and my friend and I spoke with you briefly in the book-
store regarding his paper topic on Puritan Theology.

This year will mark 30 years I have been a follower of Christ
and it also marks my 20th year in full time pastoral ministry.
Yet, that conference was decisive in things that God has been

doing in my heart. On our five-hour drive home my friend
shared with me several Scripture passages regarding the love of
God as our heavenly Father and His tender affection towards
us as His children in Christ. One of the verses he shared was
Zephaniah 3:17, but, honestly, the full impact of the verse did
not penetrate my heart.

The following day I was sitting with him at his house listen-
ing in to your lecture on Owen and Goodwin and the reality
of what my friend had been sharing with me, what you were
lecturing on and what Owen had written, came flooding over
my heart and mind. I felt completely undone and completely
accepted by my Father in a way I had never realized up to that
point in my life.

It was as if a door that I had kept locked because of hurt
and pain had begun to open and the light of God’s love began
to shine His rays on my heart. I quietly wept, trying not to
disturb my friend as he furiously typed notes while watching
the lecture. Immediately after it was over all I could do was to
ask him to pray with me.

I'am reading through Owen’s works on mortification and on
Communion with God as well as Goodwin’s two works on Christ
Set Forth and The Heart of Christ. 1 feel like I am just in the start
of a new understanding of the reality of my adoption in Christ
and the love God has towards me. In some ways I am embar-
rassed that I could go that long sharing things with others and
it not sinking into my own heart but I also recognize in God’s
goodness it is now that He wants me to see and understand
these truths more fully.

I just wanted to take a few moments and thank you for your
ministry and even for the privilege I have of sitting in on your
class and being able to read the notes from the days that I am
not able to do so.

FROM A FRIEND:

I would like to thank you and the staff of PRTS for the book
The Quest for the Historical Adam. 1 enjoyed reading the book
you sent to me. I need to apologize for not thanking you sooner.
Since I was released from prison I had been looking for a job
so I can start sending a contribution on a regular basis. Now
that God has blessed me with a job I would like to send PRTS

a donation and a thank-you letter.

FROM A PRISONER:

Thanks be to God that you sent your letter to me seeking finan-
cial support. I am an inmate at a prison and have no income
save for that which I am sent by loved ones. I have given money
to PRTS before through your Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth
magazine and sought to do so again but have not seen any dona-
tion forms in the recent Banner copies in our chapel. I have been
increasingly pressed by the Spirit to give seeing as how I have
been blessed. I am sending $100 for use as the Lord directs. I
am a big fan of your Banner magazine and the gospel message
applicable to daily life. I am thankful that in a confused and
often censored church age the Lord is allowing you to deliver
the unadulterated truth for Him.
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THE HOUR GLASS
Alas! how swift the moments fly! Where, then, is now? In realms above,
How flash the years along! With God’s atoning Lamb,
Scarce here, yet gone already by, In regions of eternal love,
The burden of a song. Where sits enthroned I AM.
See childhood, youth, and manhood pass,
And age, with furrowed brow; Then pilgrim, let thy joys and tears
Time was—Time shall be—drain the glass— On Time no longer lean;
But where in Time is now? But henceforth all thy hopes and fears
From earth’s affections wean:
Time is the measure but of change; To God let votive accents rise;
No present hour is found; With truth, with virtue, live;
The past, the future, fill the range So all the bliss that Time denies
Of Time’s unceasing round. Eternity shall give.

—QUINCY C. ADAMS
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