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“Religion does not banish all joy. As there is seri-
ousness without sourness, so there is a cheerful 
liveliness without lightness. When the prodigal 
was converted ‘they began to be merry’ (Luke 
15:24). Who should be cheerful, if not the people 
of God? They are no sooner born of the Spirit, 
but they are heirs to a crown.” — Thomas Watson



One of the chief beauties of the Scriptures is that they con-
tain the wonderful promises of God, which, in times of 

difficulty, serve as an anchor and comfort for God’s beleaguered 
children. What greater comfort can there be than to stand on the 
sure foundation of God’s Word and not on the vain and fickle 
pretensions of men? At times, however, the remnants of indwell-
ing unbelief, fueled by the devil, rise up within as a torrent and 
cause us to question the goodness of God and whether these 
precious promises really apply to us personally. Thankfully, the 
Word also contains the fulfillment of many of God’s promises, 
which prove to us that His promises can be trusted and that His 
Word is indeed true.  

John 16:8 gives one of Jesus’ great Pentecostal promises, 
foretelling the coming of the Comforter — the Holy Spirit — and 
the reproving or convicting work that He will accomplish in the 
hearts of men. Later on, in the book of Acts, we have an example 
of how this promise was actually fulfilled. In His convicting 
work, the first thing the Holy Spirit will convict men of is the sin 
of unbelief. The world doesn’t need to be convicted of the reality 
of sin; sin abounds on all sides so that even the unbeliever has to 
acknowledge its pervasive presence. Men need to be convicted 
of the particular sin of not believing in Jesus and how offensive 
this is in God’s sight. He has given His Son and man refuses to 
believe in Him. 

The Comforter also will convict men of the righteousness of 
Christ. With clarity, they will come to see that Christ is who He 
said He was: the righteous Son of God. He was no impostor, 
or the mere son of a carpenter, but “was [indeed] a righteous 
man,” as the Roman centurion was suddenly brought to confess 
(Luke 23:47). This was further proven by the fact that God 
raised Him from the dead. The resurrection of our Lord is unas-
sailable proof that He was and is the sinless Son of God. Had 
He but one sin, the grave would have triumphed over Him; He 
would have died for His own sin and we would be yet in our sins  
(1 Cor. 15:17). 

Lastly, the Holy Spirit will also convict the world of the judg-
ment of the evil one. Through the powerful working of the Holy 
Spirit, men will no longer be blinded by Satan to eternal realities 
such as heaven, hell, and the judgment to come — things which 
at present they hold in derision. Instead, eternity, as it were, goes 
open like the unfolding of a curtain and the truth of a future 
judgment becomes real, no longer something to be scorned but 
treated with reverent fear. Through the powerful working of the 
Holy Spirit, men also come to see that Satan stands condemned 
at the cross. Our Lord died on the tree so that “through death 

he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the 
devil” (Heb. 2:15). No longer is the child of God held captive by 
the fear of death; with the eye of faith, he sees the judgment of 
death itself. Even more, when Christ was raised from the dead, 
He was raised to a place high above all principalities and powers, 
to rule forever over His vanquished foe who stands judged and 
condemned (Col. 2:15). 

These words of Christ, then, contain the sure promise. Scrip-
ture also reveals to us the manner in which this promise was 
fulfilled. After Peter had preached his Pentecost sermon, we read 
that those who heard it “were pricked to the heart,” or, more lit-
erally, stabbed or convicted in their hearts (Acts 2:37). The word 
conviction carries with it the notion of guilt and condemnation. 
With their own hearts condemning them in the sight of God, 
the sentence of death weighed heavily upon them causing them 
anxiously to cry out to be saved from their woeful predicament. 
What was it that Peter said that brought this on? He accused 
them of the foul murder of the Messiah: “Him…ye have taken, 
and by wicked hands have crucified and slain” (v. 23). Lastly, 
Peter affirms the lordship of Jesus Christ over all the forces of evil 
when, quoting David’s words in Psalm 110, he says, “Sit thou on 
my right hand, until I make thy foes thy footstool” (vv. 34, 35), 
death as the last enemy having been vanquished. 

When confronted with these truths, those murderous Jerusa-
lem sinners, with the blood of Christ still fresh on their hands, 
were brought low by the shame of their guilt and they cried out 
for salvation. Are we any less guilty than they? Not at all, because 
it is also our sin that nailed Jesus to the cross. If your guilt for 
what your sin did to Christ does not move you to conviction, 
nothing will.

In a short period of time, the promise of Christ finds fulfill-
ment in Jerusalem itself. This proves the faithfulness of God 
in bringing to pass what He has promised. This Holy Spirit-
wrought Pentecostal conviction, however, was not only the ful-
fillment of the promise. In bold capital letters, it spells out to 
us what it means to become a Christian, because He continues 
to this day to work in the fashion as has been described. This 
is what experiential Christianity is all about. When the church 
ceases any longer to emphasize the need for such Spirit-wrought 
conviction as part of true Christian experience, it will, as we see 
in our day, result in an insipid and shallow Christianity. This, in 
turn, produces a superficial, even spurious, Christian.

Dr. Arthur Miskin is a Heritage Reformed minister who serves as professor at 
Mukhanyo Theological School in South Africa.

Fulfilling the Promise
“And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteous-
ness, and of judgment” ( John 16:8).
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Backsliding in faith is a grievous spiritual condition. It dis-
honors God, spurns the invitations of Christ, grieves the 

Spirit, tramples on the law, and abuses the gospel. It involves not 
only passive spiritual declension and drifting away from God, 
but also an active lapse into old ways and, ultimately, a deliberate 
turning away from God — an act of faithlessness and defection. 
God warns against this sin repeatedly, especially through the 
prophet Hosea (4:6; 5:5; 7:8, 9, 11; 13:9). He complains, “My 
people are bent to backsliding from me” (Hos. 11:7).

Since backsliding in every form is abhorred by God and is 
totally unacceptable for believers, ministers need to target it in 
their preaching. First, they need to explain what backsliding is 
and how it reveals itself through worldliness and unbelief and 
eventually leads to pride and indifference toward the gospel. 
Ignorance, spiritual deadness, and self-centeredness are the ulti-
mate fruits of backsliding. 

Second, preachers must explain how backsliding begins with 
a gradual distancing from God in personal prayer to a growing 
coolness toward the means of grace. Church services do not 
seem as meaningful to the backslider. The preacher is not “as 
good as he used to be.” The backslider still reads the Bible but 
without relish. He feels distant from Christ. He no longer car-
ries his guilt daily and urgently to Christ’s blood for cleansing, 
nor his corruptions to Christ’s grace, nor his trials to Christ’s 
heart. Talking about religion becomes a substitute for com-
muning with Christ from the heart. Inner corruptions begin to 
multiply. Old lusts of the flesh begin to emerge with frightening 
power and frequency. 

The desire to please God and the fear of offending Him 
are no longer primary motivations for living in a godly man-
ner; rather, the consequences and punishment of sin become 
the primary motives for rejecting temptation. Self-examination 
decreases while self-presumption increases. Worldliness is subtly 
entertained rather than combated, even to the point of “pitching 
one’s tent toward Sodom.” Brotherly love grows cold. Gradually, 
the backslider becomes less aware of Satan’s devices and more 
desensitized to sin. His vision so weakens with spiritual decay 
that he becomes blind to his own backsliding.   

Finally, the minister must proclaim the cure for backsliding, 
which is God’s amazing willingness to heal backsliding. Oh, how 
backsliders need to hear this message! I once preached on the 
glorious text of Hosea 14:4, “I will heal their backsliding, I will 
love them freely,” proclaiming God’s love without human cause 
from eternity past, without divine pause throughout time, and 
without earthly flaws to all eternity.

We need to preach about God’s sovereign love to backslid-
ers but also about our responsibility to flee from backsliding. As 
Jesus said to the church in Ephesus: “I have somewhat against 
thee, because thou hast left thy first love. Remember therefore 
from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works” 
(Rev. 2:4 – 5a). The responsibility of backsliders is to return to 
the three Rs: remember, repent, and redo. We need to preach each 
of these with directness: 

1. Remember. We must shoot the arrow of remembrance at the 
consciences of backsliders, moving them to reflect on their first 
love of Christ and the gospel and to consider how far they have 
departed from their Savior.

2. Repent. We must shoot the arrow of conviction at backslid-
ers, so that they recognize backsliding as sin; so that they confess, 
despise, and grieve over it; and so that they turn away from it and 
come back to the living Redeemer in repentance and faith. 

3. Redo. We must shoot the arrow of duty at backsliders, calling 
them back to participate in the means of grace, to become the 
peculiar workmanship of Jesus Christ, and to give evidence of 
their spiritual life through their zeal for good works (Eph. 2:10). 
We should not let up on backsliders until they return to a life of 
prayer, a life focused on the Scripture, and a life in which Christ 
and God’s grace are central. 

Ministers should also target those caught in the hedges of spiritual 
bondage. People in bondage are similar to backsliders in that both 
fail to live in liberty in Christ. Yet, they are different because 
those in bondage have never felt free to say that Christ is theirs 
and they are His. 

The Puritans presented two causes for souls that labored 
under bondage, and they believed that ministers should deal with 
them accordingly. First, there are some in the church who are 
under a radical spirit of bondage. They are convicted of sin but 
do not yet have liberty in Christ. Though it is difficult at times 
to discern whether these people are genuine Christians, some 
Puritans say they are experiencing “a preparatory work of grace,” 
by which they meant the Spirit’s ordinary way of leading a sinner 
to Christ through conviction of sin. 

The Puritan writer Simon Ford devotes 180 pages to describ-
ing this convicting work of the Spirit.1 Ezekiel Hopkins offers 
this succinct summary of the preparatory work of grace:

1. The preparatory work of conversion is usually carried on 
in the soul by legal fears and terrors.

2. This legal fear is slavish and engenders bondage.

Targeting the 25-Yarder
The Backsliding Believer 

and Those in Bondage

Editorial 
Dr. Joel R. Beeke
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3. This slavish fear is wrought in the soul by the Spirit of 
God, though it is slavish.

4. When the soul is prepared for the work of grace by the 
work of conviction and for comfort by the work of humili-
ation, the same spirit that was before a spirit of bondage 
becomes now a spirit of adoption.

5. Those whose spirit becomes the spirit of adoption never 
again struggle with a spirit of bondage and fear.

6. A reverential, filial fear of God may and ought to possess 
our souls, while the Spirit of God, who is a spirit of adop-
tion, is, by the clearest evidences, actually witnessing our 
sonship to us.2 

The Puritans advised ministers to warn those who were under 
the spirit of bondage that they will perish if they do not take 
refuge in Christ with penitent faith and come to know the spirit 
of adoption. They are then to offer them encouragement, inviting 
those in bondage to come to Christ immediately, confessing their 
sins, such as the lack of childlike fear, and asking the Spirit to 
drive them out of their self-confidence as they storm the mercy 
seat. As Simon Ford says, their encouragement is that God will 
not keep His elect indefinitely in bondage because (1) religion 
would become uncomfortable and unappealing, (2) people would 
faint under their burden of sin, and (3) they would develop hard 
thoughts of God. God will lead those in bondage to liberty to 
show that they do not serve Him in vain. He wants to wean His 
own from this world and to commune often with them.3 

Other souls labor under a milder form of bondage. They 
are sincere children of God, but they have a weak sense of their 
sonship. Objectively, all of God’s children are sons of God. But, 
as Thomas Manton says, “All God’s children have the spirit of 
adoption in the effects, though not in the sense and feeling of it. 
They have the spirit of comfort, though not the comfort of it.”

He goes on to say, “There is a childlike inclination and impres-
sion left upon them, though they know it not, [and] own it not.” 
Christ had the spirit of sonship without measure, but weak Chris-
tians have this spirit in lesser degrees. As Manton says, “They 
have neither so pure and fervent a love toward God; nor such a 
respectful obedience and submission to Him; nor such an holy 
confidence and boldness.” They are not as happy as those who 
have the sure hope of the blessed inheritance and that son-like 
disposition that the Spirit works by revealing the love and mercy 
of God, contained in the gospel, in the hearts of His people. 
Manton concludes, “Some do more improve their privileges than 
others do; now they cannot rationally expect the best and richest 
fruits of this gift, and to be enabled and enlarged by the Spirit, 
who do not give such ready entertainment and obedience to his 
motions, as the more serious and fruitful Christian doth.”4

There is a difference between people who have a weak sense 
of sonship and those who are still under the spirit of bondage. 
People may have a childlike inclination to God, but they lack 
childlike familiarity and boldness with Him. They have a child-
like reverence for God as Father (1 Pet. 1:17), but they lack a 
childlike confidence in Him as their Father. They have a child-
like dependence on God’s general offers of grace, but they are not 
persuaded of the sincerity of their claim. They have a childlike 
love for God, though they lack assurance of His love for them. 

They possess the childlike adherence of faith without having full 
assurance of faith. They experience both childlike groans (Rom. 
8:26) and childlike comforts (1 Pet. 1:8), and their hearts are 
drawn to heavenly truths, but they often cannot claim such truths 
as their own. Unlike those under the spirit of bondage who seek 
God out of a mercenary spirit, those with assurance seek God 
from a childlike spirit.5

Manton suggests four ways to help the weak in faith call on 
God as their Father and to come to greater liberty in Christ: 

First, they should “disclaim when they cannot apply.” If 
you cannot say, “Father,” Manton says, you must plead on your 
fatherless condition, using such texts as Hosea 14:3, “In thee the 
fatherless find mercy.”

Second, they must “own God in the humbling way.” They 
can come to the Father like the prodigal son, confessing their 
unworthiness, or like Paul, come as the chief of sinners, Manton 
says. They can come to God as their Father-Creator if they can-
not come to Him as their Father-Savior.

Third, they should “call Him Father in wish.” If you cannot 
call Him Father with directness, do so with desire, Manton says. 
“Let us pray ourselves into this relation, and groan after it, that 
we may have a clearer sense that God is our Father in Christ.” 

Fourth, these weak ones should make use of Christ. “If you 
cannot come to God as your Father, come to him as the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph. 3:14), who means so 
much in heaven, Manton says. “Let Christ bring you into God’s 
presence. Take Him along with you in your arms. Go to God 
in Christ’s name for ‘Whatsoever you ask in my name, shall be 
given to you.’”6

Pastors need to be familiar with the reasons why some believ-
ers are in spiritual bondage. The Puritans explained spiritual 
bondage in terms of a believer’s personal experience of his spiritual 
adoption by God, but there are other areas that need attention. 
Weak believers can be harassed with all kinds of doubts about 
their salvation. They often are spiritually depressed as well. 

Obadiah Sedgwick’s book, The Doubting Believer, and Wil-
liam Bridge’s volume, A Lifting Up for the Downcast, are excellent 
guides on how to preach to those with spiritual depression.7 Peter 
Lewis’s The Genius of Puritanism is also helpful for understand-
ing the wisdom of the Puritans in encouraging the spiritually 
despondent.8 _______________
1. Simon Ford, The Spirit of Bondage and Adoption (London: T. Maxey for Sa. Gelli-

brand, 1655), 1–180.
2. The Whole Works of Ezekiel Hopkins (Morgan, Pa.: Soli Deo Gloria, 1997), 

2:569 –74.
3. Ford, The Spirit of Bondage and Adoption, 212 –16.
4. The Complete Works of Thomas Manton (London: J. Nisbet, 1872), 12:116 –17.
5. Ibid., 1:34 – 36; 12:117–18.
6. Ibid., 1:36, 50 –51; cf. Ford, The Spirit of Bondage and Adoption, 200, and Samuel 

Petto, The Voice of the Spirit: or, An Essay towards a Discoverie of the Witnessings of 
the Spirit (London: Livewell Chapman, 1654), 56 – 62.

7. Obadiah Sedgwick, The Doubting Believer (Morgan, Pa.: Soli Deo Gloria, 1993); 
William Bridge, A Lifting Up for the Downcast (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth 
Trust, 2001).

8. Peter Lewis, The Genius of Puritanism (Haywards Heath, Sussex: Carey Publica-
tions, 1975).

Dr. Joel R. Beeke is president and professor of Systematic Theology and Homiletics 
at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, and a pastor of the Heritage Nether
lands Reformed Congregation of Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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Elnathan the priest had bad news for his Sabbath school 
class. The children had been enjoying the visual aids he 

had been using recently to teach them. They had stood beside 
the brass altar and then the brass bath as Elnathan explained 
the Messiah-centered meaning of these pieces of furniture. 
Today the children were looking forward to seeing what was 
in the Holy Place, the tented room in the middle of the Tab-
ernacle. But, as he reached the curtained entrance, Elnathan 
turned around and said, “I’m sorry, dear children, but only the 
priests can go into the Holy Place. I can tell you what is in 
it, but I can’t take you inside.” Disappointment spread across 
every face. But Elnathan knew from previous classes that this 
disappointment could be turned to his advantage. If there was 
one way to arouse children’s curiosity about something, it was 
to tell them they could not see it! So, as the children tried to 
squint between the curtains, Elnathan began to describe what 
was on the other side.

“My dear children,” Elnathan began, “Although the out-
side of the tent looks very plain, the inside is very different. 
On the roof and walls hang blue, purple, and scarlet cur-
tains covered with beautifully embroidered, golden cherubim. 
There is no sound in this sacred place; silence reigns. A large, 
golden lamp casts its yellow light on a golden altar and a 
golden table. The table is 3 feet long, 18 inches broad, and 
2 feet 3 inches high. Around the edge are two handbreadth-
high golden rims — they look like crowns and stop things 
from falling off the table. And what is on the table, children? 
Does anyone know?” 

Just at that point, a group of priests arrived. Twelve of 
them were each carrying a large loaf of unleavened bread. 
Others carried bowls of wine.

One of the older children shot up his hand and asked, 
“Mr. Elnathan, do these loaves go on the table?” “That’s right, 
Benjamin,” Elnathan smiled. “On the table are twelve large 
loaves of unleavened bread, set out in two rows. Every Sab-
bath the priests put fresh bread on the table. But what does 
all this mean, beloved children?” The children’s eyes widened 
as the priests passed through the curtain and into the Holy 
Place with their bread and bowls. They peered in, trying to 
catch a glimpse of this mysterious place. Elnathan had timed 
the lesson perfectly. He now had the children captivated with 
rapt attention. “My dear pupils, let me tell you about the 
‘Four Fs.’”

FOR GOD
“First of all, this bread is for God. It is an offering from our 
nation to God (Lev. 24:8). Although this is only a small part 
of our crops and produce, we offer it as a sample of all we have, 
and so acknowledge that all we have is for God. Why twelve 
loaves? Well, they represent everyone in the twelve tribes. So, 
when the priests put the twelve loaves on the golden table and 
sprinkle them with the sweet ascending fragrance of frankin-
cense (Lev. 24:7), we are acknowledging that we are all for God. 
We exist for Him and live to Him.

“Now, as you know, this bread has a special name. It is 
called ‘Shewbread,’ which means ‘the bread of presence.’ And, 
just as the shewbread is continually on show in His presence, 
so our twelve tribes are reminded that we too and we all are 
continually before Him (Lev. 24:8). This theme of remember-
ing is underlined by the frankincense, which is on the bread 
for ‘a memorial’ (Lev. 24:7). Its sweet fragrance rises up to 
heaven and reminds us that we are constantly in the presence 
of God (Lev. 25:4 – 9).

“Some of you look a bit worried about that. Maybe you 
should be! However, if you are living a life for God, the ‘bread 
of presence’ should bring you much comfort. Remember what 
is around the table? A protective crown of gold rims the table 
and makes sure that nothing falls off. My dear believing chil-
dren, no man shall be able to pluck you out of the Lord’s hand. 
His presence is your protection. 

“And, remember, the Tabernacle and its furniture ulti-
mately pictures the Messiah. He will be the Bread of Pres-
ence. When He comes, He will live with God and for God 
perfectly. I sometimes wonder if the fine flour we use to bake 
this bread tells us something about the Messiah. We sift it 
eleven times to make sure it is free from grit and imperfec-
tion. Could that tell us something about the Savior? And 
what about the bread being baked in a hot oven — does that 
contain any lessons? I don’t have all the answers, children. A 
day will come when these things will become more clear. May 
our gracious God hasten the day!”

FROM GOD
“But we must hurry on. Your parents will soon be here to 
pick you up. The second ‘F’ is from God. People in the nations 
beside us regularly bring produce to supply their kings’ tables. 
This is their way of acknowledging that their piece of land and 

Tabernacle Bible Study (5)
Dr. David Murray

The Bread of God
Read Exodus 25:23 –30 and Levitcus 24:5 –9
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its resulting produce is the king’s gift to them, as is the security 
and peace of the land. 

“So, by offering the shewbread to God, we are acknowl-
edging that all our bread is from our heavenly King. We 
are returning to God what He had given us. We are saying 
that all our support and sustenance is from Him. The twelve 
loaves always in God’s presence signify that all twelve tribes 
are always dependent on Him. 

“But, there is a spiritual lesson here, too, my little ones. 
Just as God provides for Israel’s physical needs, so He provides 
for the believer’s spiritual needs. And God’s ultimate provi-
sion for His people’s spiritual nourishment is the Messiah 
who will be ‘of and from God.’ Let us look in faith towards 
the bread of God which will come down from heaven, and 
give life to the world.”

FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD
“Thirdly, the shewbread represents fellowship with God. As 
you know, our family tables are places of fellowship, places 
where our families gather to talk and share. But here we have 
a golden table, a symbol of royal fellowship. And it’s fitting, 
isn’t it, that in God’s royal palace and dwelling place there 
should be a royal table? 

“Some of you are wondering why the priests are taking 
so long in there, aren’t you? Do you know what is keeping 
them? They are eating the old shewbread before replacing it 
with the new bread. This again underlines the link between 
fellowship and the shewbread. I love it when my name is on 
the roster to change the shewbread. My most memorable 
times of spiritual fellowship have been in the Holy Place, 
eating the sacred bread of presence, drinking the wine from 
the bowls, and discussing the meaning of the bread, the wine, 
and the table with some of the older priests. I can’t wait until 
it’s my turn again!

“Are some of you thinking that it’s a bit unfair that only 
the priests are allowed this privilege? Well, you’ll be glad to 
know that the older priests believe that when the Messiah 
comes, all of God’s people will be priests, and they will all 
eat of the bread of God. What a table of love and fellowship 
that will be!” 

FUTURE WITH GOD
“Finally, the shewbread speaks of the future with God. God’s 
gracious supply of physical and spiritual nourishment on earth 
encourages the believer to look forward to heaven, when he 
will eat and drink at Messiah’s table in His heavenly Temple. 
Is this not what we sing of in the Psalms, ‘In thy presence 
is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for 
evermore’?

“I see your parents at the door of the Tabernacle. But, 
before you run off, take down the following words and memo-
rize them for next week. 

How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the 
children of men put their trust under the shadow of thy 
wings. They shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness 
of thy house; and thou shalt make them drink of the river 
of thy pleasures. For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy 
light shall we see light (Ps. 36:7– 9). 
“And…there is a bonus prize for anyone who can tell me 

how many pieces of Tabernacle furniture are hinted at in 
these verses. 

“Let us conclude with prayer: Our heavenly Provider, we 
thank Thee for all Thy provision for our physical and spiritual 
needs. We thank Thee for the shewbread which reminds us 
of the source of all our bread on earth, and which makes us 
long for the bread of God to come down from heaven. Please 
give us deeper and wider and longer fellowship with Thee on 
earth. And increase our desires for eternal fellowship with 
Thee in heaven. Look on the face of Thine Anointed and 
hear our prayers. Amen.”

Dr. David Murray is Professor of Old Testament and Practical  Theology at 
Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary. 

Study Questions:

1.	 How can we show that we are “for God”?

2.	 Does God’s presence scare you or support you? 
What does that tell you about your spiritual 
state?

3.	 What did the shewbread teach Jesus about His 
person and work as He read His Bible?

4.	 What light does the New Testament cast on the 
meaning of the shewbread? Can you think of spe-
cific verses?

5.	 The shewbread helped Israel remember that all 
they had was from God. What helps can we use 
to remind us more of this?

6.	 Do you desire and enjoy fellowship with God? 
Can you think of ways in which you can increase 
that desire and enjoyment?

7.	 Heaven is often portrayed as a feast around a table. 
Search for the verses which describe heaven in this 
way and meditate on what this teaches us about 
the nature of heaven.

8.	 Can you think of Psalms which refer to the table 
of shewbread?
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Imagine a young man who wants to win the love of a 
young woman. He may have to work hard to make her 

interested in him and to get her to love him. But imagine 
how much harder he will have to work to win her love if she 
is already in love with someone else! He will need to both 
win her away from the other man and win her for himself.  

How often the Lord had to do exactly this with Israel! 
How easily she was charmed by the empty and earthly 
promises of strange lovers. The Lord constantly had to 
wean His people from their idols and bring them back to 
Himself. And this is the story of every man and woman 
by nature. The world around us courts our affection — and 
wins it — unless and until the Lord effectually woos us to 
Himself. 

This was also the story of the people to whom James 
was writing in his letter. The world had a stranglehold on 
their affections. 

The Stranglehold of the World
What is worldliness? Worldliness is the attitude of our 
hearts that gives priority to worldly approval, worldly pos-
sessions, and worldly opinions. The problem is not with 
the world that God created, but rather with the misplaced 
affection we have for it. God placed us in the world to live 
for and glorify Him, and to prepare for the next. By nature, 
however, all of us want to live for and glorify ourselves, and 
live as if this world were the final one. 

Yet, many of us do not think of ourselves as worldly. 
We justify our preoccupation with the world by claim-
ing we have no choice, since we must live and work in it. 
We are blind to worldliness by nature; we need help even 
recognizing it. To that end, James opens this chapter with 
some characteristics of worldliness. He begins by speaking 
about wars and fightings, and lusts and disappointments. 
We could summarize the major characteristics of worldli-
ness as follows: 

• Pettiness and power-struggles (v. 1). 
• Pleasure-seeking and dissatisfaction (v. 2). 
• Insincerity and unanswered prayers (v. 3). 

This is the opposite to which the church is called. The 
church is to be a place where there is love for Christ, love for 
the brethren, self-denial, service to one another, sobriety, 
and sincerity in word and deed. These things are the fruit 
of the Spirit in all who possess grace. This is also what will 
make the church different from the world and a testimony 
to those who are outside. Yet, so often, the church looks 
very much like the world, and the reason is simple: the 
world has a stranglehold on the church. 

What has happened? James explains what has happened 
when he says, “Ye adulterers and adulteresses” (v. 4). He is 
accusing his readers of spiritual unfaithfulness. They began 
to love the world and the things that are in the world. 
Meanwhile, James tells them, while they were befriending 
the world, they became “enemies of God.”

The Blessing of Frustrated Desires
“Ye ask, and ye receive not” (v. 3). We should be thank-
ful that God has not answered all our self-serving prayers  
(v. 3). The reason God has not done so is because of His 
holy jealousy or “envy” (v. 5). We often use the word 
“jealousy” in a negative sense because it usually is a sin-
ful jealousy, which comes from our depraved nature and 
self-centered focus. But when a Christian wife desires the 
exclusive affection of her husband, such jealousy is proper 
and even necessary. It reflects God’s holy jealousy for His 
people’s hearts. 

We can call it a blessing when God prevents us from 
feeding our desires by not answering our insincere or self-
ish prayers. Likewise, it is a blessing when He leaves us 
dissatisfied with the things we would even fight and kill 
for in order to obtain. One commentator notes that this is 
the same sort of blessing that the prodigal son experienced 
when he could not find satisfaction among the swine husks. 
This blessing does not bring the prodigal back to his father, 
but it does keep him from finding complete fulfillment 
away from his father. It leaves a gaping void in his heart, 
which only something greater can satisfy. 

The natural man does not see this as a blessing. Instead, 

“He Giveth more grace”
Read James 4:1–12



he accuses God as being harsh and unkind. He imagines 
that God is there to serve him. His prayers are instruc-
tions to God to help him fulfill his desires and quench his 
thirst. But when something stands in the way and he feels 
unfulfilled, he blames God. What a blessing it is when 
lack of fulfillment in the things of the world is sanctified 
to our souls! We need God to show us our true problem. 
We are thirsty because we have forsaken the fountain of 
living waters and hewn out broken cisterns that can hold 
no water ( Jer. 2:13). 

The Attraction of Divine Grace
It is not sufficient, however, if the Lord only leaves us 
unsatisfied with the world. Many unsaved people in the 
world also end up bored and unsatisfied, but this is not 
necessarily because of saving grace. We need more. What 
we need is “more grace.” And so, James says, “He giveth 
more grace” (4:6). What does James mean? He goes on to 
explain in verses 7–12. It is grace that leads us to submit 
to God with humility of heart (v. 7). It is the grace of 
repentance that cleanses the hands and purifies the heart 
(v. 8). It is the grace that Paul calls godly sorrow that works 
repentance not to be repented of (2 Cor. 7:10). This is the 
“more grace” that God gives. 

How does this grace work in the heart of someone 
whom God is bringing back to Himself?

First, this grace exposes our self-willed, sinful condition. God 
comes with His commands, as James gives them: “Submit 
yourselves to God” (v. 7). This exposes our lack of sub-
mission to God. “Resist the devil” (v. 7). This reveals our 
allegiance to the devil. “Draw nigh to God.” This shows 
that we are far from Him. “Humble yourselves in the sight 
of the Lord” This tells us we are exalting ourselves against 
Him in pride. 

Secondly, this grace shows us the way back to God. God 
does not leave us in the dark about what we must do. We 
must return and humble ourselves before Him. We must 
exchange unholy desires for God-centered desires. We 
must live lives of repentance. We must desire Him (Hosea 
14:1, 2).

Thirdly, this grace encourages us with promises. God opens 
the treasure house of His blessings to win the affection of 
His people. He assures us that when we resist the devil, he 
will flee from us (v. 7). He promises us that when we draw 
near to God, He will be near to us (v. 8). He pledges that 
He will lift up those who humble themselves in His sight 
(v. 10). 

Fourthly, this grace enables obedience to God’s commands. 
Ultimately, the Lord gives the grace we need to comply 

with His demands. He gives what John calls “grace for 
grace” ( John 1:16). As Paul says, He “worketh in you 
both to will and to do of his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). 
This is what James means when he says, “He giveth more 
grace” (v. 6). 

Fifthly, this grace evokes in us a gracious spirit. Earlier, 
James explained that dissension and infighting were a sign 
of worldliness. Now he directs us not to speak “evil one of 
another” (v. 11). He who has received the grace of God 
begins to show a gracious spirit to his Christian brothers 
and sisters. We fail at this again and again! But that is why 
James puts it to us as a command: “Speak not evil one to 
another” (v. 11). 

We need to fall out of love with the world and fall in 
love with Him who made the world and us for Himself. 
The trouble the church of our day is in is due to her affair 
with this world. If God is leaving us dissatisfied with our 
current condition, this is already a blessing. So many are 
content and feel no lack whatsoever. But we are even more 
blessed when God gives more grace. Then He is wooing 
us back into His embrace. 

Dr. Gerald M. Bilkes is Professor of Old and New Testament at Puritan 
Reformed Theological Seminary and an elder of the Free Reformed Church 
of Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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Study Questions:

1.	 What prophet of the Old Testament does 
James remind you of in this chapter? What 
do they have in common? 

2.	 Why don’t we often see worldliness for what	
it is? 

3.	 What is the difference between the wars and 
fighting James is talking about and necessary 
battles for the truth? 

4.	 How can we avoid “asking amiss” in our 
prayers (v. 3)? What should we pray for in 
light of verses 7–10? Does this mean we can 
never pray for earthly things that we desire? 

5.	 How does this work of grace wean and woo 
God’s children initially, but also repeatedly? 

6.	 Would anything change if verses 11–12 were 
taken seriously in our congregations? How 
can this happen? 



God’s Word and our Confessions frequently reference 
the blessings and responsibilities the church has with 

respect to the ministry of His Word. How encouraging is the 
gospel invitation the Apostle Paul writes: “Whosoever shall 
call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” He follows the 
announcement with these questions: “How shall they believe 
in him of whom they have not heard? How shall they hear 
without a preacher? How shall they preach except they be 
sent?” (Rom. 10:13 –15). Consider, too, Paul’s words to Timo-
thy: “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth” (2 Tim. 2:15).

Who among us does not have reason to thank the Lord 
for the faithful proclamation of God’s Word as food for our 
soul? Has He not given us pastors to feed us with knowledge 
and understanding (Jer. 3:15)? Can we not exclaim, “How 
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth 
good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth good tid-
ings of good, that publisheth salvation; that saith unto Zion, 
Thy God reigneth!” (Isa. 52:7). 

Our forefathers embraced the responsibility of ensuring 
the proper training of men called to sacred ministry. In their 
answer regarding the requirements of the fourth command-
ment, the Catechism instructors first state that the ministry 
of the gospel and the “schools” be maintained — that is, theo-
logical seminaries. Our Church Order also emphasizes the 
essential biblical training of our students for the ministry in 
Articles 8, 18, 19, and 21. Consider particularly Article 19: 
“The churches shall make efforts to obtain students of theol-

ogy which are to be supported by them ex bonis pub-
licis, that is, from the gifts of the community.”

One of the privileges I have in serving at Puritan Reformed 
Theological Seminary (PRTS) is to monitor its financial 
health. It has amazed me how the Lord has providentially 
provided for the seminary and its growth during the past few 
years. He has used thousands of people to prayerfully sup-
port our work. The seminary receives about thirty percent 
of its support from the denominations that use the seminary 
for the training of their theological students (the Heritage 
Reformed Churches and the Free Reformed Churches of 
North America). Almost 20% of our income is generated by 
student tuition. The remaining 50% is received from indi-
vidual donors. 

With the growing enrollment driving growth in staff and 
resources, our budget has had to increase to $1,300,000 (over 
$100,000 per month) for the next school year, and our support 
base and income needs to grow along with this substantial 
increase.

To assist you in prayerfully considering why churches and 
individuals should maintain or even increase your financial 
support of PRTS, please note the potential we have for the 
spread of the gospel. Our students come 
from more than twenty-five different 
church denominations. Some of these 
denominations have just a few thou-
sand members; other denominations 
represented in our student body have 
hundreds of thousands of members. 
Our alumni are serving in eight dif-
ferent countries in various capacities, 
whether in churches, seminaries, or mis-
sions. Our current student body has students 

Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary

“I will give you pastors.”
		       —Jeremiah 3:15



from fifteen different countries. The words of Isaiah 52:10 
come to mind: “The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the 
eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God.”

Our American students are blessed to be in the com-
pany of students from other cultures, denominations, and 
nations. All of our students have the opportunity to experi-
ence the benefits of the communion of saints from the one 
“holy catholic church” every day. Many of our current students 
are already ministers who have come to pursue a Master of 
Theology or Master of Divinity degree. Several hope to return 
to their home country to teach other ministers there. PRTS is 
being used as a blessing far beyond our two small supporting 
denominations.

I recently called a supporter who lives in South Carolina. 
He had to leave a denomination that drifted from its heritage 
of Reformed truth. He expressed love and prayerful support 
for PRTS as being one of the few seminaries left that adhere 
to the authority of Holy Scripture and the Reformed confes-
sions. He realizes the potential our seminary has for good in 
this world. May God give us many more such supporters who 
share this precious faith!

PRTS needs you to pray that the Lord would keep her 
faithful to the truth in preparing men for ministry. And we 
need your faithful financial support. We are blessed to serve 
Christ’s church, which He has purchased with His own blood. 
Please consider how you can partner with the seminary in this 
wonderful calling and, we trust, be blessed by submission to 
God’s Word in Deuteronomy 12:19 (“Take heed to thyself 
that thou forsake not the Levite as long as thou livest upon 
the earth”) and Matthew 28:19 (“Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations”).

Will you consider joining our monthly donor program, 
using the form below? Every gift of any amount is both neces-

sary and appreciated. Currently our bank accounts have only 
a few weeks of reserves. May God continue to provide for us 
and bless us all with His guidance and favor.
		  —Henk Kleyn, Admissions Director, PRTS

616-977-0599, ext. 120

Yes, I Would Like To Donate!
□ I would like to financially support PRTS by giving  
    $___________, designated for:
  □ Operation Fund  □ Scholarship Fund  □ PRTS Foundation 
  □ Puritan Resource Center 
□ I would like to enroll in the monthly donation program.
    I will send a check for __________ each month.
Please charge my Debit/Charge card $_________ per month. 

PAYMENT METHOD
  □ Check/cash enclosed
  □ Charge my Debit/Charge card:  
      Card # ___________________________________
      Exp. Date ____ /____ Security Code ____________

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
Name _________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________
City/State/Zip _________________________________________
Phone _________________ Email _________________________ 
Donations in the US need to be sent to:
    Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary
    2965 Leonard Street, NE
    Grand Rapids, MI 49525
Canadian Donors please write your checks to:
    Burgessville Heritage Netherlands Reformed Congregation 
    Attention: PRTS
    685 Main Street, P.O. Box 105
    Burgessville, Ontario N0J 1CO
Please include this form with your check.
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Hell means separation from God, and 
the cross, for Christ, meant separation from God. 

However, ask them if hell is a place, a part of creation, and they 
will agree that it is. Ask them if God is omnipresent, present 
in and to the whole creation, and they will want to affirm that 
as well. So if hell is a place, a part of creation, then God must 
be present in hell. If He is present in hell, then how can we 
speak of hell as separation from God? If we imagined hell to 
be an isolated place of seclusion, a far-off corner of the uni-
verse where God is absent, where people have chosen to exist 
without Him and been given over to those desires, then we are 
no longer thinking clearly of God as omnipresent.

The reason we think of hell as separation from God is, I 
suspect, because Jesus readily uses that language to describe 
the misery of eternal punishment. After all, will He not say, “I 
never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity” (Matt. 
7:21–23)? Will He not on the last day, as the enthroned 
King, say to those on His left, “Depart from me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire” (Matt. 25:41)? Are we correct to think 
of hell as exclusion from God’s presence, and therefore as a 
state of separation from Him? Before answering that question, 
we ought to consider some of the strands that make up the 
biblical teaching about the presence of God.

God is Omnipresent
The Bible affirms the omnipresence of God. God is infinite. 
With regard to space, He is immense without any “no-go” 
areas of creation from which He is excluded. He is not con-

tained in His creation or limited by its dimensions in any way. 
Heaven and earth cannot contain Him. This is what Solomon 
acknowledges at the dedication of the temple. “But will God 
indeed dwell on the earth? behold, the heaven and heaven of 
heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house that 
I have builded?” (1 Kings 8:27). God testifies to this same 
truth through Jeremiah, saying, “Am I a God at hand, saith 
the Lord, and not a God afar off? Can any hide himself in 
secret places that I shall not see him? saith the Lord. Do not 
I fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord ( Jer. 23:23 – 24). Psalm 
139:7 –10 is also relevant here: “Whither shall I go from thy 
Spirit? or wither shall I flee from thy presence? If I ascend up 
into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, 
thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell 
in the uttermost parts of the sea; even there shall thy hand lead 
me, and thy right hand shall hold me.”

Amos makes the same point in the context of those seek-
ing to escape God’s judgment (Amos 9:1– 4). Paul told even 
the idolatrous Athenians that God was not far from them. 
Indeed, in Him they lived, moved, and had their being (Acts 
17:24 – 28).

Sinners are Said to Depart from 
God’s Presence
Even though God’s omnipresence is clearly affirmed, the Bible 
also uses language about people departing from, or being sent 
away from, God’s presence. In Genesis 4:16, we are told that 
Cain went away from the presence of the Lord and lived in 
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Doctrinal Christianity
Rev. martin downes

Separation from the 
Presence of God

Ask evangelical Christians to define hell and 
they may well say, “Hell is separation from 

God.” What they may mean is that hell is a place 
where God is not present. Ask them if Jesus was 
separated from His Father in the dark hours of 
suffering on the cross and they will say yes — that 
He was separated from God, that His Father aban-
doned Him and turned His face away from Him. 



the land of Nod. Israel was sent away from God’s presence for 
persistent disobedience and idolatry (Jer. 7:15; 15:1; 23:39). 
Jeremiah announces the climactic judgment against Jerusalem 
in this way: “For through the anger of the 
Lord it came to pass in Jerusalem and 
Judah, till he had cast them out from his 
presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against 
the king of Babylon” (Jer. 52:3).

Judah and Jerusalem suffered the 
same consequences as the northern king-
dom previously had known. As 2 Kings 
17:18–23 says, “Therefore the Lord was 
very angry with Israel, and removed them 
out of his sight…and afflicted them, and 
delivered them into the hand of spoilers, 
until he had cast them out of his sight.… 
For the children of Israel walked in all 
the sins of Jeroboam which he did; they departed not from 
them; until the Lord removed Israel out of his sight, as he 
had said by all his servants the prophets.”

There are numerous references, many of them bound up 
with the tabernacle and temple, that speak of God’s pres-
ence in distinctly local ways. It ought to be remembered that 
heaven is specifically God’s dwelling place, and that He is 
especially said to be present there.

To the language of being removed from God’s presence 
we can add that of separation. Here we are confronted with 
Isaiah’s famous words (Isa. 59:2): “But your iniquities have 
separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid 
his face from you, that he will not hear.”

Is God present everywhere or can we go away from His 
presence? Is there a contradiction between these two strands 
of biblical evidence? There is no conflict. We need to be 
careful, however, about how we relate them. We can slip into 
error because of certain connotations implied by the language 
of being separated from God’s presence. In one sense, God 
was as much present to Cain in Nod as He was to Adam in 
the Garden, and as He is now to you as you read this. None 
of the exiles from Jerusalem saw a sign on their travels that 
said, “Welcome to Babylon, God isn’t here!” I suspect that it 
is simply carelessness and imprecision of thought that leads us 
to think of hell as separation from God in spatial terms.

Understanding God’s Spatial and  
Relational Presence
So how should we understand the language of departing from 
God’s presence? Not in spatial but in relational terms. Or, to 
put it another way, it is a spiritual separation that we experience 
because of our sin, not a strictly local separation. Although the 
church in its infancy did experience God’s presence in con-
nection with holy places, this experience was abrogated by the 
coming of Christ (John 4:20 –24). That is not to deny the pres-
ent dwelling of the covenant God among His people by the 

Spirit, but it is to say that this dwelling is not associated with 
places on a map. This was understood by Solomon, who knew 
full well that, even though God would dwell in the temple, 

the highest heavens could not contain 
Him (1 Kings 8:27; cf. Isa. 66:1–2; Acts 
7:47–50).  So the language of drawing 
near and departing from God’s presence 
is not a matter of physical distance but of 
His relationship to us. Our sin creates a 
moral distance, not a geographical one. 
We know in a limited way that we can 
be in the same room as someone physi-
cally, but if we have fallen out with him, 
it is as if we are a million miles apart. 
Likewise, Isaiah says that on account of 
Israel’s sins God had hidden His face 
from them (Isa. 59:2; cf. Num. 6:25).

God’s Presence in Hell and at the Cross
Is God present in hell? We have to say that He is. First, because 
Scripture affirms that He is. In hell, there is torment day and 
night in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence 
of the Lamb (Rev. 14:9 –11). Secondly, to deny that He is 
present in all of His creation is to deny that He is omnipres-
ent. Was God present at the cross when Christ was forsaken? 
He was spatially as present in Jerusalem then as He is today. 
Nevertheless, in a way that we cannot comprehend but which 
is the cause of all our hope in time and eternity, we believe that 
the Son of God knew all the torments of a condemned sinner, 
and all the relational distance that guilty sinners will receive. 
His experience of being forsaken was not imagined (Mark 
15:33 – 34). In that cry of dereliction, He knew abandonment 
as He, the only true and perfect covenant-keeper, bore the 
full weight of the covenant curses in the place of His people 
(Gal. 3:10 –14).

When we turn to the Westminster Larger Catechism 
question 29, which deals with the subject of God’s relation-
ship to those who will experience future judgment in hell, 
we find a precision of thought on these matters that is often 
lacking today:

Q. 29: What are the punishments of sin in the world to come?

A: The punishments of sin in the world to come, are ever-
lasting separation from the comfortable presence of God, and 
most grievous torments in soul and body, without intermis-
sion, in hell-fire forever.

Hell is not spatial separation from God. It cannot be 
because God is omnipresent. No, hell is separation from the 
comfortable presence of God. It is the unshielded experience of 
the presence of God in His holiness and just wrath, and the 
total absence of His mercy and grace.

Martin Downes is the pastor of Christ Church, Deeside, in England. This article 
is adapted from The Evangelical Magazine. 
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Mild weather has caused this season’s cherry blossoms 
outside the Imperial Palace in Tokyo to bloom earlier 

than in any year since records started being kept in 1953.
In Japan, cherry-blossom viewing is a well-organized group 

activity. Families, friends, and couples plan excursions to parks 
where the trees are known to bloom lavishly. Companies send 
representatives early in the day to reserve space for colleagues to 
gather in the evening, where they will eat skewered bits of grilled 
chicken and squid, sing nostalgic songs, and gaze at the cherry 
blossoms by the light of the moon, stars, and paper lanterns.

The beauty of the delicate, pink-white blossoms is dazzling, 
but short-lived. Peak viewing time lasts no more than a week 
and can be cut short by strong winds that tear the flowerets from 
the branches and send them whirling through the air like tinted 
snowflakes, or by drenching rains that cause them to drop pre-
maturely and blanket the ground with a sodden pink carpet.

The first spring after I moved to Japan, my marvel at the 
splendor around me turned to disappointment when I saw how 
quickly the show came to an end. In the following years, as 
spring approached, my anticipation of the coming spectacle was 
tinged with anxiety over its rapid passing. What if I did arrange 
for a picnic in the park, only to have it spoiled by wind or rain? 
I would have to wait a whole year to try again! Why couldn’t 
the cherry blossoms last longer anyway? Why did they have to 
disappear so soon?

When I voiced my complaints, I found that my Japanese 
friends did not share my perspective. To them, the fleeting fra-
gility of the cherry blossoms only enhanced their beauty, ren-
dered them more precious, and added to the delight of beholding 
them. In this, they showed a more biblical attitude than mine, 
for I was finding fault with a gift of God and failing to practice 
the virtue of contentment.

In truth, the fragile transience of the cherry blossoms is 
shared by every good we enjoy in this life. Health, wealth, beauty, 
physical talents, mental abilities — all are subject to decline or 
decay. Even our relationships with family and friends, the most 
precious things of all, are unsettled by the looming shadow of 

death. Whether in a day, a decade, or a lifetime, “all good things 
must come to an end.” Every blessing of this life comes to us 
from above, but none is made or meant to last.

What then? Shall we grumble about our transitory state, cling 
desperately to each gift, and wail in protest when it slips from our 
hands? Shall we stoically refuse all enjoyments or attachments 
in order to avoid the pain of losing them? Or shall we choose to 
savor and appreciate each blessing as long as it remains, giving 
thanks to God for sharing such bounty with us for whatever 
time He allows?

We have an undeniable but sinful tendency to clutch tightly 
whatever present good God has sent us, rather than releasing it 
so as to be able to receive the next. In doing this, we show a lack 
of faith in God and His provision and a twisted sense of values 
that prizes the gift above the Giver.

We must be careful not to allow the blessings of God to 
replace Him as the foundation of either our joy or our security. 
How silly and how sad to grasp greedily today’s gift as if the One 
who gave it were unable or unwilling to give tomorrow! “He that 
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall 
he not with him also freely give us all things?” (Rom. 8:32).

The passage of time inevitably brings change and loss. But 
the temporal setting of our existence is precisely the sphere in 
which God demonstrates His unwavering faithfulness and all-
sufficient grace. If we could somehow freeze the circumstances 
of the present moment, then our experience and appreciation 
of God’s power and grace would never progress beyond their 
current level.

As with manna from heaven, the blessings of God come to 
us in daily portions. Let us give thanks for today’s share and 
trust Him to provide for tomorrow if and when it comes. “The 
grass withereth, the flower fadeth,” as do all the blessings of this 
life; but the faithful promise of the God who gives them stands 
forever.

Russell Board is a missionary living in Japan. This article is reprinted 
from World Magazine.
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I n his letter to the Ephesians, the apostle Paul gives one 
of my favorite expressions for Christian holiness: “Be ye 

therefore followers of God, as dear children; and walk in love, 
as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an 
offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour” 
(Eph. 5:1–2). A little further down, Paul gives another price-
less call to Christian sanctification: “Walk as children of light” 
(Eph. 5:8). Here, in beautiful apostolic eloquence, we read 
both the why and the how of Christian holiness. First, and 
most important, is the why: as beloved children of God and 
in light of Christ’s sacrificial love for us. In other words, we 
are to live pure and holy lives because of who we are to God, 
“children of light,” and in light of what Christ has done for 
us. Second, there is the how: by imitating God and by walk-
ing in love.

The Urgency of Sexual Purity
I consider Paul’s teaching in Ephesians 5 to be a natural place 
to consider the topic of sexual chastity in general, and among 
Christian singles in particular. My reason will be plain to any-
one who simply reads the chapter. For Paul goes on to cite a 
litany of examples of the lifestyles that should be unthinkable 
to God’s people, and at the head of the list Paul cites sexual 
impurity: “But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetous-
ness, let it not be once named among you, as becometh saints” 
(Eph. 5:3).

Why, many will wonder, does Paul rank sexual impurity 
so highly on his list of unthinkable sins? Some may argue 
that this must have been a special problem among the Ephe-
sian church. But, in his other lists of deadly sins, Paul also 
places sexual sin first (see 1 Cor. 6:9 –11, Gal. 5:19 – 21, and 
1 Thess. 4:3). In his opinion — more than that, in God’s 
eyes as revealed to us through Paul — sexual immorality is 
so antithetical to a Christian profession of faith that the two 

simply may not be considered together: “For this ye know,” 
he writes, “that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor 
covetous man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and of God” (Eph. 5:5).

Isn’t this a little over the top? Isn’t greed a more harmful 
sin? Isn’t pride, as C.S. Lewis said, “the anti-God state of 
mind”? “We know it’s wrong to have sex outside of marriage,” 
some say, “but is it so evil to share physical love with another 
lonely soul?” In answering this, I want to steer clear of the idea 
that virginity is the sum and substance of all holiness. Nor 
would I want to downplay the deadliness of sins of malice on 
a personal or societal level. But if the Bible is to be our guide, 
we need to take note of the precedence given to sexual sin in 
the New Testament. According to the Bible, sexual immoral-
ity is a very grave sin that strikes at the core of the Christian 
spirit of holiness. Moreover, since sinful sensuality happens 
to be at the very heart of popular Western idolatry today, our 
witness as followers of Christ amounts to little if we are unable 
to rise above the low level of self-control on display around us. 
Therefore, the issue of sexual purity is a very grave one among 
Christians of all kinds — especially singles — and a vital one 
for our witness to the gospel.

Sex and Dating
In my experience, both as a Christian who married at age 
thirty-two and a pastor to single Christians for several years, 
very few Christian singles are engaged in the kind of rampant, 
casual sexual immorality common to the broader culture. (If 
you are, then please read 1 Corinthians chapters 5 – 6, turn to 
our Savior for forgiveness, and seek the grace to repent, which 
He will surely give.) Instead, most sexual sin among Christians 
takes place in the context of dating relationships.

There are a number of reasons why Christians fall into 
sexual sin during dating. First, many of us were converted as 
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young adults, and the habits of sexual sin were long formed 
before we turned to Christ. Therefore, our ideas of dating 
simply involve a fair amount of sexual contact. Second, single 
adults have sex drives just like everyone else. Therefore, as 
a dating relationship becomes more emotionally close, the 
combination of sexual desires and emotional 
intimacy lead into sexual sin all too naturally 
(and quickly).

But a Christian approach to dating differs 
from the society’s approach most directly when 
it comes to sexuality. For most people today, 
intimacy means little more than having sex. 
Couples meet and immediately begin sleep-
ing together. To do otherwise is to go against 
nature, they assume, and certainly against our 
cultural expectations. Moreover, they believe 
that sex will serve as a foundation for love. 
This goes a long way towards explaining why 
so many marriages, built on no stronger foundation than 
sexual thrills, end in divorce soon after the flames of passion 
have died down.

Similar thoughts influence Christian singles. They desire 
a love relationship, and it was God who gave this desire. Per-
haps, they are tempted to think, this cause of marriage will be 
advanced by cutting the corners on obedience to God’s Word. 
Moreover, their sexual desires are tugging at them, especially 
in opportune settings. But while it may be understandable 
that people with no relationship to God fall into the trap 
of sexual sin, for Christians to dishonor their love relation-
ship and to offend God’s holy nature in this way should be 
unthinkable. God gave sex to be the servant of love and never 
its master. Therefore, sexual intimacy must always flow from 
the love commitment of marriage and from the holy love of 
our heavenly Father.

Sexual sin will damage and often ruin a promising dating 
relationship. As soon as a couple becomes sexually involved, 
they usually cease developing other, more foundational forms 
of intimacy — the kinds of intimacy needed for a healthy mar-
riage. After all, if you are sleeping together, you are not likely 
to spend much time learning something of the personality and 
character of the person who, somewhat seriously, has caught 
your interest.

But Christian singles fall into sexual sin for a number of 
reasons. They let their guard down. They toy with temptation. 
Some think it really isn’t so great a sin. Others don’t under-
stand that their sinful sexual experiences will come with them 
into marriage. Still others — many others, I am afraid — enter 
into sexual sin in dating for the simple reason that they have 
not taken the disciplined steps needed for their relationship 
to remain sexually pure.

The Basic Approach to Sexual Purity
There is no substitute for basic practices of Christian discipline 
when it comes to sexual purity. This means that Christian 

singles should never place themselves in compromising situ-
ations. Married Christians, by the way, need to do the same. 
Being resolved to honor God and protect our marriage, neither 
I nor my wife permit ourselves to be in relationships or situ-
ations where adultery might become a temptation. Hebrews 

13:4 says, “Marriage is honorable in all, and the bed undefiled; 
but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.”

“Flee fornication,” Paul urges us (1 Cor. 6:18). The only 
way to handle sexual temptation is not to toy with it but flee 
from it. We are to avoid or leave compromising situations 
and, like Joseph from the arms of Potiphar’s wife, we are to 
do so immediately. This means that a dating couple has no 
reason to be alone in an apartment, much less the bedroom, 
especially at tempting times such as the evening hours. Dat-
ing couples should not engage in activities proper only for 
married couples, such as going on an overnight trip. This is 
what Solomon was talking about when he wrote the proverb, 
“Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be 
burned?” (Prov. 6:27). The answer is well known to all who 
have tried.

How Far Is Too Far?
One typical mistake made by Christian singles is to ask “How 
far can we go?” The very question reveals a problem. But 
since so many wonder, the most honest response to the Bible’s 
teaching is to abstain from all sexual intimacy prior to mar-
riage. Too many Christians believe that so long as full-scale 
sexual intercourse is resisted, other forms of sexual interaction 
are acceptable. But this is neither wise nor consistent with the 
Bible’s teaching.

Consider 1 Thessalonians 4:3 – 5, which says, “For this is 
the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain 
from fornication: that every one of you should know how to 
possess his vessel in sanctification and honour; not in the lust 
of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know not God.” 
Does that sound like we should be asking, “How far can we 
go?” At the heart of such teaching is that Christians should 
cultivate, not undermine, bodily self-control. Christians are 
to treat their bodies as objects of honor before the holy God 
who sees sexual intimacy as a high and holy gift. Should we 
toy with sex? Or would it not be much better to treat our 
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ensuring the couple is never in a situation that is calculated 
towards sexual sin. 
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own body — and the body 
of our dating partner — as a 
holy and honored object, not 
to be used for unconsecrated 
pleasure?

The message to Christian 
singles is clear: God calls you 
to abstain from sex, not to 
toy with it. In doing so, you 
cultivate a holy relationship 
that is focused on pleasing 
God — a characteristic that 
is essential to a godly mar-
riage — and you give honor 
to yourself and your partner. 
If you find it necessary to 
engage in sex — and you may 
think that you do — then 
you should get married (see 
1 Cor. 7:9). Not that you 
should “just get married in 
order to have sex,” but you should devote yourself to the com-
mitted love that God desires to result in marriage, one of the 
benefits of which is the privilege of sexual union.

Calling Christian Men
Just as God calls the man to lead the marital relationship, 
God calls men to take the lead in the sexual purity of a dating 
relationship. In this way, a man begins to love his potential 
bride as Christ loved the church, presenting her undefiled to 
the Lord (Eph. 5:25 – 27).

Lust is a major problem for single men, and many Chris-
tian men struggle with the temptations of pornography and 
other sexual sins. In this way, they dishonor God, grieve the 
Holy Spirit, and largely ruin their witness of the gospel before 
the world. According to the Bible, such men need to pursue 
marriage with a godly woman (see again 1 Cor. 7:9). This is 
God’s provision for a healthy sex drive.

The problem is that many single Christian men are simply 
too selfish, spiritually immature, or emotionally wounded 
to step forward into marriage. Biblically considered, a man 
who is not prepared for a relationship to grow into marriage 
should not date; conversely, a Christian man who dates should 
accept that the proper aim of a dating relationship is marital 
union. God wants our sexual needs to motivate us toward 
marriage. Marriage is never a cure-all to our problems, but 
it happens to be God’s particular provision for a man’s need 
of companionship and sexual fulfillment, as well as a divinely 
ordained context for spiritual growth. As God said back at 
the beginning, “It is not good that the man should be alone” 
(Gen. 2:18).

Godly male leadership is also essential during the dat-
ing process. A Christian man should be up-front about his 
commitment to sexual purity and should actively take steps 

to avoid sexual impu-
rity. This means that he 
should take the lead in 
ensuring the couple is 
never in a situation that 
is calculated towards 
sexual sin. A Christian 
man should always look 
upon his dating partner 
as his potential wife and 
the potential mother of 
his children (or else the 
wife of another Christian 
brother, who may well be 
dating his potential wife 
at that very moment). He 
should put her spiritual 
well-being ahead of his 
own desires at all times. 
In other words, he should 
love her. He should love 

his future marriage. He should love his future children. And, 
above all, he should love God and the witness of His gospel 
in our sexually depraved world.

But how will a woman feel about this? She will feel cher-
ished! She will feel safe. She will feel pure before God. And 
she will feel love for such a Christian man. But if a Christian 
man is not committed to taking the lead in the purity of their 
dating relationship, she should follow the Bible’s teaching and 
flee. A man who is not willing to take active steps to foster 
a godly, healthy dating relationship is not likely to do better 
with the greatly more demanding challenges of marriage.

Sons and Daughters of God
Remember Paul’s teaching in Ephesians 5? Christians are 
sons and daughters of the holy God. They are beloved of the 
Lord, who will take care of all His children’s needs. Therefore, 
it is essential that Christian singles “walk in love” according 
to God’s Word. Love your Christian brother or sister by pro-
tecting him or her from sexual sin. Love your godly dreams 
of a holy marriage by preserving the purity of your love. Love 
your unbelieving friends and neighbors by showing them an 
example of God’s living grace. And love your faithful God 
enough to trust Him to provide for you, as you walk in the 
light of His grace and power.

Dr. Richard D. Phillips is the senior minister of Second Presbyterian Church in 
Greenville, South Carolina, the speaker of God’s Living Word broadcast, the chair 
of the Philadelphia Conference of Reformed Theology, and the author of numer-
ous books. This article is reprinted from Gospel Witness.
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Take My Life

Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee.
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of Thy love.
Take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for Thee.

Take my voice, and let me sing always, only, for my King.
Take my lips, and let them be filled with messages from Thee.
Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold.
Take my intellect, and use every power as Thou shalt choose.

Take my will, and make it Thine; it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is Thine own; it shall be Thy royal throne.
Take my love, my Lord, I pour at Thy feet its treasure store.
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for Thee.

— Frances R. Havergal
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New RHB Books

Heirs with Christ: The Puritans on  Adoption
Joel R. Beeke
Some today are of the opinion that the Puritans failed to teach 
the doctrine of spiritual adoption. In Heirs with Christ, Dr. Beeke 
dispels this caricature and shows that the Puritan era did more 
than any other age of church history to advance the truths of the 
Christian’s spiritual adoption. This little book lets the Puritans 
speak for themselves, showing how they recognized adoption’s far-
reaching, transforming power and comfort for the children of God. 
(150 pages, HC) $13.00/10.00

The Genius of Puritanism — Peter Lewis
This is an excellent introduction to the Puritans, their writings, 
and their pastoral work. It examines their roles as pastors, coun-
selors, and theologians, as well as private people. The detailed sec-
tion on spiritual depression is especially helpful. (144 pages, PB) 
$14.00/11.00

The Almost Christian — Matthew Mead
This work shows twenty ways in which a person can be deceived into 
thinking he is a Christian when he really is an “almost Christian” 
(Acts 26:28). Mead explains the need for self-examination, signs of 
the unpardonable sin, and reasons for a believer’s lack of comfort. He 
concludes with three matters that every reader must be convinced of: 
the evil and filthy nature of sin, the misery and desperate danger of 
the unregenerate, and “the utter insufficiency and inability of any-
thing below Christ Jesus to minister relief.” The twofold purpose of 
this short, readable classic is to shake nominal believers out of their 

complacency and to comfort true believers. (186 pages, HC) $18.00/14.00 

The Teacher’s Bible Commentary
This commentary provides teachers with rich instruction of 
Scripture and a helpful resource to teach the Bible to any age 
group. The main events of the Bible are taught chronologically in 
163 lessons. An appeal is made to the student’s mind, heart, and 
life, while directing all to the grand story of redemption worked 
by Christ. Appropriate Scripture memory verses for three age 
levels are included. (815 pages, 2 vols., PB) $60.00/45.00

“Trading and Thriving in Godliness”:  
The Piety of George Swinnock — J. Stephen Yuille
George Swinnock (1627–1673) was a gifted English Puritan known 
for his vivid illustrations of biblical truth. In “Trading and Thriving 
in Godliness,” J. Stephen Yuille highlights Swinnock’s conviction 
that godliness is the primary employment of every Christian. Yuille’s 
introductory essay analyzes the influences on, groundwork for, and 
expressions of piety in Swinnock’s life and thought. The book also 
contains fifty selections from Swinnock’s writings, exemplifying his 
teaching on the foundation, door, value, pursuit, nature, means, and 
motives to godliness. (236 pages, PB) $10.00/7.50

Other New Books

The Book of Psalms for Singing
The Book of Psalms for Singing has been used for more 
than thirty years and is becoming one of the most pop-
ular English psalters due to its comprehensiveness and 
“singability.” It sets many psalm passages to multiple 
arrangements, including many familiar hymn tunes, 
traditional tunes, some original arrangements, and a 
few chants. Over 425 selections include all 150 Psalms 
in their entirety, translated from the original language 
into English meter for singing. Four-part music is pro-
vided for each selection. (Crown and Covenant, 473 
pages, HC) $18.00

How Jesus Transforms the Ten Commandments
Edmund P. Clowney
In light of Jesus’ words “I have not come to abolish the 
law and the prophets, but to fulfill them,” how should 
we look at the Ten Commandments today? Clowney 
explains how Jesus intensifies the law and expands its 
scope to every situation in life. Clowney digs deep, 
finding Christ in the law and showing how He fulfills 
it for His people. Thus, believers will learn more not 
only of God’s character revealed in the law, but also of 
the gospel with its focus on Christ. Each chapter has 
study questions for reflection and application, making 
this book suitable for group study. (P&R, 161 pages, 
PB) $12.99/10.00

A Steadfast Heart: Experienc-
ing God’s Comfort in Life’s 
Storms — Elyse Fitzpatrick
Although never our personal 
choice, life’s storms and difficul-
ties are frequently in God’s plan 
for His children. Using the pic-
ture presented in Psalm 57, Fitz-
patrick leads readers to the secret 
of experiencing God’s presence 
and comfort in trial. By grace, 

readers will grow in their appreciation of His purposes 
in their lives. (P&R, 158 pages, PB) $12.99/10.00

Seeking a Better Country
D. G. Hart and John R. Muether
Seeking a Better Country is a readable and lively sur-
vey of American Presbyterianism since its founding in 
1706. The book’s aim is to understand how Presby-
terians formed one of the largest and most influential 
denominations in the United States and to identify 
historical developments that led to its decline. (P&R, 
288 pages, PB) $24.99/17.00

The Good Confession: An Exploration  
of the Christian Faith — Daniel R. Hyde
Today, too many Christians are followers of novelty, 
religious fads, and strange new doctrines unheard of in 
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the history of the church. On the contrary, to be a Christian is to join the 
great “cloud of witnesses” (Heb. 12:1) through the ages, confessing with 
the body of Christ the “faith that was once for all delivered to the saints” 
(Jude 3). This is what Paul called the “good confession” (1 Tim. 6:12). 
This workbook will lead you in a study of what it means to be a “Chris-
tian” from the vantage point of the Bible, the ancient Christian creeds, 
and the Protestant confessions of the sixteenth century. This book will 
be useful for membership classes, adult Sunday school, small group Bible 
study, or personal study. (Wipf and Stock, 184 pages) $22.00/18.00p

Girl Talk: Mother-Daughter Conversations 
on Biblical Womanhood
Carolyn Mahaney and Nicole Whitacre
A mother is her daughter’s first role model, teacher, 
and friend, and she carries the responsibility of 
passing on a legacy of biblical womanhood. Join 
mother-daughter team Carolyn Mahaney and 
Nicole Whitacre as they share insights and sug-
gestions on how to talk to each other about what it 
means to become a godly woman. Tips and study 

questions make it easy for moms and their teenage daughters to read, 
share, discuss, and grow. (Crossway, 222 pages, PB) $12.99/9.50

Chosen in Christ: The Glory of Grace 
in Ephesians 1 — Richard D. Phillips
The apostle Paul broke into doxologies when writ-
ing about the electing grace of God. There is no 
greater need today than for people to understand, 
believe, and act upon the message found in Paul’s 
letter to the Ephesians. Richard Phillips expounds 
on all of the great themes found in Ephesians 
1, shedding light on God’s magnificent grace in 
Christ and inspiring us to live in gratitude to the 
pleasure and praise of God. Far from being a lifeless 

doctrine, the revelation of God’s sovereign mercy stirs heart and mind 
and comforts the soul. (P&R, 264 pages, PB) $13.99/10.50

Holding Hands, Holding Hearts
Richard and Sharon Phillips
This book is for people who want to take relation-
ships as seriously as God takes them. Rick and Sha-
ron Phillips have a passion for redeeming romance 
and for preparing both singles and couples for lives 
that glorify God. In this no-nonsense guide, they 
take a marriage-based approach that honors the 
divinely designed differences between women and 
men. The Phillips show how relationships go wrong 
and how, by grace, love is really supposed to work. 
(P&R, 183 pages, PB) $10.99/8.00

The Suffering Letters of C H Spurgeon
Charles Haddon Spurgeon
These remarkable letters, written from a suffering pastor to his con-
gregation, abound in exhortations to godliness, zeal, and prayer. They 
provide a unique insight into Spurgeon’s life and into the fervent soul-
winning activity which was, alongside preaching, a leading feature of an 
historic Calvinistic church. Notes on Spurgeon’s ministry set the letters 
in context, and several classic sermonettes written during his sickness are 
included. (Wakeman, 155 pages, PB) $11.99/9.00

Truths We Confess: A Layman’s Guide to the Westminster Con-
fession of Faith (3 volumes) — R. C. Sproul
Truths We Confess provides an illuminating commentary on the West-
minster Confession of Faith. The first volume explains what we need 
to understand about Holy Scripture, God and the Trinity, His decree, 
creation, providence, the fall into sin, God’s covenant, and Christ the 
Mediator (WCF 1– 8). Volume two addresses free will, effectual calling, 
justification, adoption, sanctification, faith, repentance, good works, per-
severance, assurance, God’s law, Christian liberty, the Sabbath, and oaths 
(WCF 9 – 22). The third volume treats the civil magistrate, marriage 
and divorce, the church and communion of the saints, baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper, church government, and final judgment and the afterlife 
(WCF 23 – 33). Every discussion is geared toward bringing us to a deeper 
knowledge of and greater love for the truths of God’s Word.
  Vol. 1 (279 pages) $22.00/16.00	 Vol. 3 (288 pages) $22.00/17.00
  Vol. 2 (368 pages) $25.00/19.00  	 3 Vol. Set. $69.00/48.00

The Expansion of Evangelicalism: The Age of Wilberforce, More, 
Chalmers and Finney — John Wolffe
In The Expansion of Evangelicalism, John Wolffe provides an authoritative 

account of evangelicalism from the 1790’s to the 
1840’s. Making extensive use of primary sources, 
Wolffe skillfully balances British and American 
developments and discusses Canada, Australia, the 
West Indies, and other regions. He covers aspects of 
the movement such as spirituality and worship; the 
place of evangelicalism in the lives of women, men, 
and the family; and its broader social and political 
effects with particular attention to the question of 
slavery. (IVP, 280 pages, HC) $23.00/17.00
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For Our Children
Diana Kleyn

132  The Banner of Sovereign Grace Truth  MAY/JUNE 2008

John Bunyan was a minister who lived in England from 1628 
to 1688. He did not preach according to the rules of the Brit-

ish government, so he was sent to prison. This was not an easy 
time for him, since he had a wife and children at home who now 
had no one to provide for them. One of the children, Mary, was 
blind. But the Lord never makes mistakes, and this was planned 
by God for good also. During Bunyan’s long imprisonment, he 
wrote a book called The Pilgrim’s Progress. It is clear that the Lord 
prompted Bunyan to write this book, since it has become a very 
great help for Christians all over the world. 

The Pilgrim’s Progress is an allegory. An allegory is a story in 
which the people or events are meant to illustrate deeper truths. 
What is John Bunyan’s book about? The title gives a clue. The 
Bible tells us that God’s people are to be “strangers and pilgrims 
on the earth” (see 1 Peter 2:11 and Hebrews 11:13). The main 
character in The Pilgrim’s Progress is the pilgrim named Christian. 
The book describes his journey, or progress, from the City of 
Destruction to the Celestial City. The deeper truth is the scrip-
tural lessons about a Christian’s path here on earth in finding 
salvation in Christ and being sanctified in Him in the continual 
fight against sin until he finally reaches eternal life in heaven. 

Why would a story be so valuable? Charles Spurgeon once 
said that if one were to stick a pin in The Pilgrim’s Progress it 
would bleed Scripture. What he meant was that the book is full 
of Scripture references. This is why it is such a wonderful book 
to teach us! Every paragraph is rooted in the Bible. John Bunyan 
certainly did not plan to write a book. He had not attended col-
lege or seminary; he was not taught how to write a book. He had 
been raised in a working community and had learned a trade so 
that he could support a family. When the Lord called him to 
preach the Word, he did so faithfully and bravely even though 
it was dangerous. Perhaps he wondered what use he could be in 
prison: How could he preach the Word of God if he was locked 
up? How could he provide for his family? What use was he to 
anyone now? However, the all-knowing and all-wise God had 
a wonderful plan for John Bunyan. It was to write a book that 
would benefit Christians all over the world for years to come.

The story of Christian in The Pilgrim’s Progress begins near 
his home in the City of Destruction. He is dressed in rags and 
carries a large, heavy burden on his back. He is reading from a 
book, but what he reads there distresses him very much; he does 
not know what to do. From this book, Christian has learned that 
his city is not safe and that he and his family will be destroyed. 
He is so anxious and fearful that he tells his family and friends 
that they are all in great danger. But it seems no one believes him. 
His family laughs at him and thinks he has lost his mind. What 
should he do? Where can he go? At last, a man named Evangelist 
approaches him and gives him a message found in Matthew 3:7: 
“Flee from the wrath to come.”

Do you know what the City of Destruction means? What 
about the heavy burden on Christian’s back? By nature, we are 
all born in the City of Destruction, which is our sinful nature. 
We are all born in sin (Psalm 51:5) and we must suffer the con-
sequences of this: eternal destruction in hell. Just like David in 
Psalm 51, Christian became aware of his sin and guilt before 
God, and it became a heavy burden to him. His family and friends 
had no burdens on their backs; they had no sense of danger. But 
Christian read in his Book (the Bible) that destruction would 
come one day, and he knew he was not safe. He knew he had 
to flee — but where? Just as Evangelist came to bring Christian 
a message, the Lord sends messengers to warn us and to tell us 
where to find safety. 

Dear children, do you realize the danger you are in? Have 
you become aware of the burden of sin? Have you fled for refuge 
in the Lord Jesus Christ? Only the Lord Jesus can save you from 
the destruction to come. Outside of Him there is no safety. Flee 
to Him; cling to Him and you will be safe forever. “But whoso 
hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from 
fear of evil” (Proverbs 1:33).  Ask the Lord to give you Christian’s 
desire and future: “But now they desire a better country, that is, an 
heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: 
for he hath prepared for them a city” (Hebrews 11:16).

Do you wonder what you can do this summer? A very good 
thing to do would be to read The Pilgrim’s Progress. Even if you 

Christian and the City 
of Destruction



have already had this book read to you, it would be good to read 
it again. It is very interesting and young people and older people 
both can learn from it.  There are many versions that are easy 
to read for children and young people. Study the messages; ask 
the Holy Spirit to show you the meaning behind the story and 
the events. Most importantly, ask the Lord to bless its truths to 
your soul. 

It is so important to fill your minds with Scripture and sound 
doctrine! Make use of the means of grace that the Lord has so 
graciously provided for you. What a blessing if you serve the 
Lord when you are young! “Therefore shall ye lay up these my 
words in your heart and in your soul, and bind them for a sign 
upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets between your eyes” 
(Deuteronomy 11:18).

For this puzzle I have used the story of Jonah and his message 
to Nineveh as the theme. Can you see the similarities between 
Christian and the City of Destruction? 

Using the texts given, find the words to fit in the spaces. #21 
down is the last part of Jonah 2:9.

Clues:
1.	 “But Jonah rose up to flee unto _____ from the presence of the 

LORD” (Jonah 1:3a).
2.	 “Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and _____ unto it the 

preaching that I bid thee” (Jonah 3:2).
3.	 “But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, 

and was fast _____” (Jonah 1:5b).
4.	 “So the people of _____ believed God” (Jonah 3:5a).
5.	 “Now the LORD had _____ a great fish to swallow up Jonah” 

(Jonah 1:17a).
6.	 “But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was 

a mighty _____ in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken” 
(Jonah 1:4).

7.	 “Then the _____ were afraid” (Jonah 1:5a).
8.	 “For I knew that thou art a _____ God, and merciful, slow to 

anger, and of great kindness, and repentest thee of the evil” (Jonah 
4:2b).

9.	 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their 
_____ is come up before me” (Jonah 1:2).

10.	 “So the _____ came to him, and said 
unto him, What meanest thou, O 
sleeper?” (Jonah 1:6a).

11.	 “Who can tell if God will turn 
and repent, and turn away from 
his fierce anger, that we _____ 
not?” (Jonah 3:9).

12.	 “But let man and beast be covered with _____, and cry mightily 
unto God” (Jonah 3:8a).

13.	 “Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a _____ 
unto the LORD, and made vows” (Jonah 1:16).

14.	 “And should not I spare Nineveh, that great _____” (Jonah 
4:11a).

15.	 “This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that _____ 
Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief” (1 
Timothy 1:15).

16.	 “I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise _____” 
(Luke 13:3).

17.	 “Say unto them, As I live, saith the Lord GOD, I have no _____ 
in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way 
and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, 
O house of Israel?” (Ezekiel 33:11).

18.	 “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye _____ to 
God” (2 Corinthians 5:20).

19.	 “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the _____ that come 
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them” (Hebrews 7:25).

20.	 “Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Savior Jesus Christ; who gave himself for us, 
that he might _____ us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works” (Titus 2:13, 14).
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——— Bible Quiz ———

	 	           21↓
  1.	                 _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _
  2.	                 _  _  _  _  _  _
  3.	                     _  _  _  _  _  _
  4.	             _  _  _  _  _  _  _
  5.	             _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _
  6.	     _  _  _  _  _  _  _
  7.	                 _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _
  8.	         _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _ 
  9.	     _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _
10.	                     _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _
11.	             _  _  _  _  _  _
12.	     _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _
13.	         _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _
14.	                     _  _  _  _  
15.	                         _  _  _  _  _  _
16.	                 _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _
17.	                         _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _
18.	                 _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _
19.	             _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _
20.	                     _  _  _  _  _  _



Here are the answers to last month’s quiz.

Thanks again to all who answered last month’s quiz.

On the Trail of a Soul

Rev. Banks felt depressed one dismal Sunday morning 
as he ascended the pulpit of his large city church. For 

some reason, bad weather on Sundays made preaching more 
difficult for him. It was not really storming this particular 
Sunday morning, but it was cold and blustery and the air was 
so gloomy and heavy that it seemed to press down on the pas-
tor. It was not long, however, before Rev. Banks was focusing 
on his message and his hearers, and his gray mood began to 
lift. He noticed a new face in the congregation. There was 
something about the eyes and the whole look of this stranger 
that caught the minister’s attention. It seemed the Holy Spirit 
was drawing the pastor’s heart to this man. 

Rev. Banks preached that morning about the cowardice 
of Aaron and his shifty lie to Moses when Moses demanded 
of him the reason for the golden calf. The lesson of the 
sermon that he pressed upon the people was that they were 
responsible for their own actions. How quickly we allow 
others to lead us away from God! What misery and destruc-
tion result from such sin! How important is the work of the 
Holy Spirit in the heart of the believer to keep him close 
to the Savior! “The angel of the LORD encampeth round 
about them that fear him, and delivereth them” (Psalm 34:7). 
Those without the Lord to protect them are in great danger. 
“He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he 
that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of 
God abideth on him” (John 3:36). 

The minister was praying especially for that one stranger 
before him. Rev. Banks sensed the man’s interest and was 
certain that he winced under the application of the sermon. 
The minister would have loved to speak to the man after 
the service, but he had scarcely pronounced the benedic-
tion before the man and his wife slipped down the aisle and 
were gone.

Rev. Banks determined to find out who the man was 
and soon learned that he was one of the wealthiest busi-
nessmen in the city, a quiet, reserved man who lived in a 
huge mansion just outside the city. The minister was actually 
very disappointed to hear this. In theory, he believed that 
God was able to save both rich and poor people, and that 
the Lord Jesus Christ was as able to save this wealthy man 
as He could a homeless wanderer. In actuality, however, 
having dealt with both rich and poor people, the minister 
always found the rich to be far more difficult to win for 
Christ. They were often “rich, and increased with goods, 
and [had] need of nothing” (Revelation 3:17a). In his disap-
pointment, he decided to let the matter rest and he went 
on with the other duties of his day. During Sunday School 
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Banner Puzzles and Questions
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  1.	 Abel
  2.	 Enoch
  3.	 Noah
  4.	 Abraham
  5.	 Abraham’s servant
  6.	 Isaac 
  7.	 Jacob
  8.	 Joseph
  9.	 Moses
10.	 Joshua and Caleb
11.	 Rahab
12.	 Deborah
13.	 Gideon
14.	 Ruth
15.	 Hannah
16.	 Samuel
17.	 David
18.	 Abigail
19.	 Solomon
20.	 Micaiah
21.	 little maid
22.	 Hezekiah

23.	 Josiah
24.	 prophets
25.	 John the Baptist
26.	 centurion
27.	 two blind men
28.	 disciples
29.	 Zacharias
30.	 shepherds
31.	 Simeon
32.	 Anna
33.	 Mary
34.	 leper
35.	 blind beggar
36.	 Samaritan woman
37.	 Peter
38.	 lame man
39.	 Stephen
40.	 Philip
41.	 Paul and Silas
42.	 Barnabas
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and the afternoon, however, the stranger of the morning 
would float now and again into his memory. It was as if God 
had allowed the minister to look into the soul of this man 
through those anxious eyes. Somehow, Rev. Banks knew this 
man was not a believer in Christ but that he had been greatly 
convicted of sin under the sermon of the morning. The pas-
tor felt that he had no right to leave the man to himself.

Rev. Banks had a very uncomfortable afternoon. Though 
he prayed, he did not seem to receive an answer. On the one 
hand, he thought to himself, “I will spoil everything if I go 
and visit this man now. If the Holy Spirit used my message 
for his good this morning, I should be grateful. I should 
pray for him and not interfere with the Spirit’s work.” On 
the other hand, the minister wondered, “God used me to 
carry His message to this man’s conscience. Just as surely 
as Peter and John saw the poor crippled man before them 
at the gate of the temple (Acts 3), I saw this man tremble 
at God’s Word — and Peter and John helped the crippled 
man at the Spirit’s prompting. Perhaps no other man will 
ever have so good an opportunity to win this man’s soul as 
I have been given now. Perhaps, just because he is rich and 
prosperous, preachers are afraid to offend him. If I let him 
alone for a few days, he may be harder than ever. What am 
I a preacher for if not to follow up God’s message when I 
see that it has been brought home?” On the whole, Rev. 
Banks was very troubled. He awoke several times during 
the night and thought of the stranger, remembering his 
face and his eyes.

Monday morning came, and yet the pastor was uncer-
tain what he should do. At lunch, he spoke to his wife 
about it and told her how troubled he was by it all. He 
expressed his fears in visiting the man and spoiling God’s 
work. To his surprise, his wife urged him to go at once to 
visit the man. “Don’t you see?” she said, “God won’t leave 
you alone until you go to see him. You are trying to come 
with all kinds of excuses not to go, but God is calling you 
to obey Him.”

So, that afternoon, in the pouring rain, Rev. Banks 
drove out to the mansion of the man who had visited the 
church the day before. Nervously, he approached the large 
house and rang the doorbell. A servant came and 
ushered him into the parlor; soon after, a door 
opened at the far end of the room and in walked 
the stranger from church. When the man saw 
the minister, a startled look passed over his face. 
He came forward and took the pastor’s hand in a 
firm grasp as he said, “This is so strange. I have 
been thinking of you ever since I heard you preach 
yesterday morning. I thought of driving in again 
last night, but I have not been well, and my wife 
was afraid of me going. I thought today of going 
to see you, but the storm kept me back. Did you 
come through all this rain just to see me?”

Rev. Banks opened his heart to him and told him the 
whole story. Both men’s hearts were greatly moved at the 
clear hand of God working in both of them to bring them 
together. The man told the minister that the sermon the 
day before had seemed to be God’s message to him, and that 
he felt greatly condemned that he had so long neglected the 
salvation of Jesus Christ. After they had talked awhile, the 
minister asked, “Could we pray together before I leave?” 

The man answered, “It would be a great comfort to me 
if you did so, sir. Would you mind waiting a moment while 
I get my wife? I would like her to be here, too.” 

He brought his wife into the room, introducing her. He 
quickly explained to his wife what their conversation of the 
past hour had been about, and then Rev. Banks prayed with 
them. The Holy Spirit was present in that room during that 
prayer; their hearts were warmed by His gracious stirrings. 
When they arose from their knees, the pastor noticed that 
the face of his new friend was bathed in tears. His eyes 
shone with a new light as he grasped the minister by the 
hand, exclaiming, “I thank you with all my heart! You are 
the first man in twenty-five years who has ever asked me 
about my soul or asked permission to pray in my house.”

Rev. Banks went to his home humbled. The Lord had 
taught him a valuable lesson in obedience and in prejudice. 
He also rejoiced in the Lord’s goodness. In God’s provi-
dence, he had made a new friend, but more importantly, a 
lost sinner had begun his journey from the City of Destruc-
tion to the Celestial City. The prayer and conversation of 
that day marked the beginning of a new Christian life in 
that household.
Adapted from: Louis Albert Banks, Soul Winning Stories (New York: 
American Tract Society, 1902).

Diana Kleyn, a member of the Heritage Reformed Congregation in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, is the author of numerous children’s books.



NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Obituary notices and church events are printed free of charge; marriage and anniversary notices will be charged at $20.00 per issue and must be individually submitted. Other announce-
ments and/or requests will be approved by the editorial committee on an individual basis as received.

MINISTERIAL CALL
Rev. David Lipsy has received a call to labor in 
the Yellville, Arkansas church group.

CHURCH NEWS

HRC CLASSIS MINUTES
Following are the abridged minutes of the HRC 
Classis meeting, recently held in Burgessville, 
Ontario on Friday, March 28, 2008.

Opening of Classis
Rev. Michael Fintelman opened the Classis 
meeting with prayer and a brief meditation on 
Matthew 10:1–16. Rev. Fintelman then acknowl-
edged the Lord’s faithfulness and goodness for 
the following special events:

Dr. Brian DeVries completed his PhD in 
Inter-cultural Studies (missiology) from the 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Rev. 
Donald Overbeek was ordained in Bradford in 
late October, 2007. Reformation Heritage Books 
has acquired Soli Deo Gloria Publications. On 
Saturday, March 29, 2008 Rev. Beeke com-
memorated 30 years in the ministry. The HRC 
of New Jersey, as of December 5, 2007, has been 
organized for 10 years.

Credentials and Officers
Credentials for the delegates were received 
and approved, and the following officers were 
appointed:
•	 Chairman: Rev. Michael Fintelman
•	 Vice-Chairman: Rev. Foppe Vander Zwaag
•	 Clerk: Elder Herb Krul
•	 Treasurer: Elder Gary Averink
•	 Assistant Clerk (minutes secretary):  

Rev. Donald Overbeek
•	 Standing Clerk (agenda preparation  

secretary): Mr. William Tanis

Approval of Agenda and 
Previous Minutes

Classis moved to accept the agenda as supplied 
with the addition of a customary question sub-
mitted by the Burgessville delegates.

Classis then moved to approve the October 
19, 2007 Classis minutes.

Spiritual Welfare Reports
Classis heard reports from each congregation and 
outreach. The general tenor of these reports gave 
evidence that the Holy Spirit is actively working 
in each congregation. Each consistory affirmed 
that the Word is being preached faithfully and 
that the sacraments are administered regularly. 
Many of the congregations and outreaches have 
been blessed with physical growth in size and all 
affirmed spiritual growth among many in their 

flocks. Particular points of interest that came to 
light through the course of these reports included 
the following: some congregations and outreaches 
are considering relocating and possibly purchas-
ing properties. Other congregations have taken 
new approaches to youth group and many of 
the congregations are thankful for great interest 
among the youth. Still others are pursuing new 
areas of outreach such as homes for the retired, 
ministry to the homeless, and internet ministries. 
We pray that the Spirit impresses upon every per-
son in each flock, the need to gather throughout 
the week with the people of God at Bible studies, 
prayer meetings, and services. 

Old Business
Classis moved to approve the denominational 
website as currently designed. This website 
was publicly launched in April, 2008 with the 
Chilliwack consistory being appointed as being 
responsible for website content. The website will 
be reviewed by delegates at every future Classis 
meeting. You are heartily welcomed to view the 
site at www.heritagereformed.com and point 
your friends and associates to it as well.  

Committee Reports
Church Correspondence:

•	 Classis moved to approve application to 
North American Presbyterian and Reformed 
Council (NAPARC) from the Canadian 
Reformed Churches and the Presbyterian 
Reformed Churches. 

•	 Classis motioned to approve Pastor David 
Lipsy as a delegate to ICRC in 2009.

•	 Classis moved to approve a six month exten-
sion to Westminster/Three Forms recom-
mendation.  

•	 Classis appointed Mr. Henry Heikoop to 
the Church Correspondence Committee.

•	 Classis moved to delete the Church Plant 
Advisory (non-voting) on the Church Cor-
respondence Committee. 

•	 Classis approved Rev. Kelderman and Rev. 
Elshout as delegates to NAPARC. 

Emeritus Fund:
After a financial report was provided for infor-
mation, Classis requested this committee to give 
a broadly defined plan as to how to implement 
funding retired pastors, and/or their widows and 
children, and to produce a worksheet to be used 
by those requesting assistance from this fund. 
Rev. Bartel Elshout was appointed to draw on 
the practice of other denominations to determine 
what would work in the context of this fund.
Government Correspondence – Canada:
Classis appointed Mr. Harry Brouwer to this 
committee.
Mission Committee:

•	 Classis appointed Mr. John Beeke as Mis-

sion Committee chairman. Mr. Ed Otten 
and Dr. Jonathan Engelsma were appointed 
to fill vacant positions on the Mission Com-
mittee.

•	 Classis endorsed Rev. David Lipsy as 
Trustee of Covenant College, Zambia effec-
tive April 11, 2008. 

•	 Classis moved that the work in Sumba falls 
within the Mission Committee’s mandate 
and sent a request back to the Mission 
Committee for reconsideration. 

•	 Classis also moved that the work of Mission 
Aviation Fellowship (MAF) falls under the 
Mission Committee’s mandate and asked 
the Mission Committee to reconsider and 
reply with a concrete proposal for how this 
work can be supported. 

•	 Classis commended and thanked all those 
who assist with the publication of the Glad 
Tidings publication.

Office-bearers’ Conference:
Classis approved that the Office-bearers’ Con-
ference Committee attempt to schedule one 
conference per year in connection with the Free 
Reformed Churches.

Puritan Reformed Theological 
Seminary Committee (TSC)

Classis approved the following TSC decisions: 
•	 The Theological Seminary Committee 

voted Rev. David Lipsy to another four-
year term on the Board of Trustees. The 
TSC also heard and examined the trial 
sermons of Mr. Scott Dibbet (who spoke 
from Judges 3:5 –11) and Mr. Marty Sling-
erland (who spoke from Luke 17:11–19) 
and permitted them to begin speaking an 
edifying word in the congregations in mid-
May. We remind the congregations that the 
phrase “speaking an edifying word” is used 
of all non-ordained men who are allowed 
to bring sermons to the congregations. It 
distinguishes between the official heralding 
of the gospel by an ordained minister and 
the speaking of sermons by those not yet 
officially ordained.  

•	 Mr. Maarten Kuivenhoven was approved to 
undertake a two-month internship in South 
Africa this summer under the direction of 
Dr. Brian DeVries. His duties will be varied 
and extremely demanding and we trust this 
experience will greatly assist in his theologi-
cal training.  

Also, following the thorough research of and 
helpful advice received by the Board of Trust-
ees, the TSC permitted the Seminary to pursue 
further accreditation with a broader accredita-
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tion agency called the Association of Theological 
Schools.   

Points and Customary Questions
Burgessville: Requested Classis to approve the 
Church Correspondence Committee to begin, if 
necessary, dialogue and continuation into step 1 
(the first of the CCC steps)  with Rietvallei and 
Brooklyn to further the work of Rev. Arthur 
Miskin and Rev. Brian DeVries. Classis moved 
to accept the motion.  
Franklin Lakes: Classis moved that Classis will 
have a preparation secretary, a minutes secre-
tary, and a voted Classis secretary. The prepara-
tion secretary will be responsible for collecting 
material for Classis and his responsibility expires 
when Classis begins. The minutes secretary will 
be responsible for recording the official min-
utes for Classis and submitting it to the Classis 
officers (moderamen) and assisting in the pro-
duction of the final draft.  The voted Classis 
secretary is responsible for condensing minutes 
and carrying out the Classis outgoing correspon-
dence including the Banner of Sovereign Grace 
Truth article.

Election of Next Classis Chairman
Classis appointed Rev. Mark Kelderman as the 
chairman of the Fall 2008 Classis.

Appointments
Dr. David Murray was appointed as the Fall 
Classis 2008 joint HRC-FRC Office-Bearers’ 
Conference speaker on the topic of “Leading 
Souls to Christ.” Rev. Michael Fintelman will 
lead the Fall Classis 2008 prayer service. Rev. 
Bartel Elshout will open the Fall Classis 2008, 
all the Lord willing. 

Closing of Classis
As Vice Chairman, Rev. Foppe Vander Zwaag 
made a few closing comments, especially thank-
ing the Chairman for his direction of the meet-
ing and all delegates for their participation. The 
meeting was closed with the singing of Psalter 
265 and prayer.
	 — Elder Herb Krul, Classis Clerk

2008 HNRC Youth Conference
The theme for the 2008 Youth Conference 
will be: “The Battle is the Lord’s – Are You 
on His Side?” The Bible text for the week will 
be “Fight the good fight of faith” (1 Timothy 
6:12a). Speakers at this camp will include Rev. 
J. Beeke, Rev. M. Fintelman, Rev. W. Koenen, 
Rev. J. Neels, and Rev. F. VanderZwaag. Topics 
will include:

•  Fight the Good Fight of Faith
•  Conversion or Diversion:  Personal Battles 

of Young People
•  A Key Battle:  Peer Pressure
•  The Armor
•  Loyalty and Fratricide – Don’t attack your 

own side!
The format will be similar to previous years with 
topics, workshops, discussion groups, and time 

for fellowship. Workshops will address the fol-
lowing topics:

•  The Battle of Discerning Biblical  
Emphasis

•  The Battle for the Soul
•  The Battle against Satanic Thoughts
•  The Battle for Men
•  The Battle for Women

The conference will be held, the Lord will-
ing, Tuesday, July 1, through Friday, July 4, at 
Camp Michawana in southwestern Michigan.  
All young people (grade 10 through age 25) are 
encouraged to attend.  Mark your calendar! Reg-
istration forms are available through your local 
HRC churches. 

The fee of $150 (U.S. funds only) provides 
for a meal on Tuesday evening (July 3), three 
meals each on Wednesday and Thursday, and 
two meals on Friday (July 1-4), and three nights 
of lodging. Full-time campers may deduct $20 if 
registrations are postmarked by June 1.  (Please 
note:  If at all possible, submit your applications 
no later than June 1. Late registrations require a 
significant amount of extra last-minute work for 
all people involved with providing transporta-
tion, lodging, activity supplies, and food.)

If you have any questions or need a registra-
tion form, you may contact:

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Ash (616-364-8705)
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Kamp (616-242-0528) 

or email:  kampjr@sbcglobal.net
(see next page for more conferences)

O B I T U A R I E S
GREENDYK, Richard W., Sr., aged 82, passed 
away on March 31, 2008 in North Haledon, New 
Jersey. He is survived by his wife of 56 years, Ruth 
(nee VanderWende); Children — Mary (John) Van-
DerBrink, Richard, Jr. (Nelleke) Greendyk, Ellen 
(Donald) Van Grouw, Rev. James (Nanette) Green-
dyk, Peter (Barbara) Greendyk, Sarah (Garret) 
Koeber; Brothers — Marinus, Nicholas; 21 grand-
children, 3 great-grandchildren. (Rev. David Lipsy, 
Titus 3:1-11 [vv. 5-7]; 1 Corinthians 15:12-26).

MAST, Andrew C., aged 84, passed away on Fri-
day, April 11, 2008 in Comstock Park, Michigan. 
He was preceded in death by his first wife, Carol 
Joan (Noordyke) Mast, his parents, three brothers, 
and two sisters. Surviving are his wife, Louise; Chil-
dren — Kristina and Kathryn Mast, Carol (Mark) 
Gribbell, Andrea Kuenzer, Miriam (Chris) Bischoff, 
Nanette (Rev. James) Greendyk, and Margot (John) 
Timmer, Brothers — Adrian (Joan), John (Jane); 
Sisters — Joyce Mast, Babs (O’Neil) Croft, Anna-
Kae (Pete) Kazemier, Jen (Conrad) Thompson; Sis-
ters/brothers-in-law — Nina (Matt) Remijn, Trudy 
(Jerry) Fluit, Sharon (Eric) Martinez, Al (Cheryl) 
Bouma, Ruth (Tim) DeVisser; Father & mother-
in-law — Herman and Madelyn Bouma; 15 grand-
children. (Rev. J. B. Zippro, Psalm 39).

TEACHERS NEEDED
The Heritage Reformed Christian School of the 
Hull, Iowa, HRC invites applications from qualified 
elementary, middle school, and high school teachers 
for the school year beginning August 2008. We cur-

rently offer grades K-9 in a multi-grade setting. Our 
plans are to add grade 10 in 2008 with the intent to 
have all 12 grades in three years, D.V. Please submit 
your resumé, statement of faith, and philosophy of 
education to Doug Post, 2787 360th St., Rock Val-
ley, Iowa 51247, phone: 712-722-4258, fax: 712-
722-8859 or e-mail: doug.post@interstates.com. 

Jordan Christian School is inviting teacher applica-
tions for the 2008-2009 school year. JCS is a rural 
K-12 school with about 150 students, located in the 
scenic Niagara Peninsula. We are anticipating open-
ings in the following areas: A secondary teacher with 
the possibility of curriculum coordinator responsi-
bilities, an Intermediate home room teacher, and 
possibly a lower elementary position. If you are ener-
getic, committed to children, qualified to teach from 
a Reformed perspective and you are interested in 
joining our teaching team, we would look forward to 
receiving your application. Please send your resumé 
along with a Statement of Faith and your Philoso-
phy of Education to the principal, Mark Fintelman, 
jcschool@talkwireless.ca, or the Education Com-
mittee secretary, John Berman, twsi@sympatico.ca. 
Jordan Christian School, 4171 15th Street, Jordan 
Station, Ontario, Canada, L0R 1S0.

Lewis Independent Christian School invites appli-
cations from qualified primary school teachers for 
the year beginning August 2008. We are a small 
Reformed parent lead school. Please submit your CV, 
statement of faith and philosophy of  education to:  
Mr. William Macleod, Secretary, 80 Newmarket, Isle 
of Lewis, Scotland HS2 0ED, Tel: 01851 703282, 
E-mail wmacleod4@googlemail.com 
The Board of Oxford Reformed Christian School 
invites applications for elementary and secondary 
teaching positions for the 2008/2009 school year.

ORCS is currently located in a rural setting 20 
minutes south of Woodstock in Springford, Ontario. 
We are a recently established, parent-run school serv-
ing local Reformed communities. Our present enrol-
ment is 205 students and we offer Kindergarten to 
grade 11. Our plans are to add grade 12 in September, 
2008.  Due to growth in the elementary grades and 
an expanding secondary school curriculum, we have a 
need for qualified, energetic teachers to join our staff 
team. All applicants committed to the Reformed faith 
and to Christian education are encouraged to apply.

Applications should include a resumé, state-
ment of faith, philosophy of Christian education, 
and references. Send to: Oxford Reformed Christian 
School, c/o Mr. Jason Beeke (Board President), P.O. 
Box 68, Springford, ON, N0J 1X0. E-mail: oxfor-
dreform@execulink.com

Plymouth Christian Elementary School, Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan is seeking applications for elementary 
teaching positions for school year 2008-2009. Those 
interested in more information or an application form 
are requested to contact either Mr. David Engelsma, 
principal, (616) 453-8623, or Mr. Kevin Ash, school 
board president, (616) 364-8705.

Rehoboth Christian School in Copetown Ontario, 
is soliciting applicants for possible classroom teach-
ing positions in Elementary (K-8), High school 
(9-12), and Personal Support Workers to begin in 
September, 2008. For more information, check out 
our website at www.rehoboth.on.ca. Applicants 
please send a cover letter and resumé to the atten-
tion of: Mr. Jack Westerink, Principal, 198 Ink-
setter Road, P.O. Box 70, Copetown, Ontario  
L0R 1J0, tel. 905-627-5977, fax 905-628-4422  
e-mail: jwesterink@rehoboth.on.ca
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INTERNational News
Moms push for family-friendly checkouts  

Parents in Abbottsford, BC, want their local grocery 
stores to set aside at least one checkout aisle that is free of 
sexually explicit magazine covers. The group hopes to pro-
tect their children from routine exposure to suggestive head-
lines while waiting in line. A group called Abbottsford Families 
United has launched a petition calling on stores to remove the 
magazines from at least one checkout aisle. A spokesman for 
the Overwaitea Food Group indicated the company is “testing 
the notion of family-friendly checkouts” and is awaiting customer 
feedback before deciding whether to adopt such a policy. (Today’s 
Family News)

(Editor’s note: Does this sound like a good idea for your community?  Organize a 
group and contact en mass your local stores. What a great way to make a difference in 
your community!)

Canadians rank family as top priority  
A new survey suggests that while most working Canadians value family life above 

everything else, many are having a hard time giving it the priority it deserves. Fifty-four 
per cent of the 1,508 Canadians surveyed said they ranked family as being most impor-
tant to them, while only 10% valued work and 5% valued money as their top priorities 
in life. Additionally, 72% said they carried through on their commitment by planning 
vacation times and having regular meals with family and friends. But while 81% said 
they wanted to find the proper balance between their jobs and their families, only 27% 
said they thought that balance was actually attainable.  

“Organizations have been expecting more from fewer employees and there is a sense 
of urgency that would have been considered unacceptable in previous generations,” 
Dr. Irvin Wolkoff, a clinical psychiatrist in Toronto, stated. “People are expected to 
take work and their communications devices home with them and be always working 
whether they acknowledge it or not.” Many reported they instead try to deal with stress 
indirectly, such as by physical activity (43%), talking to someone they trust (16%), or 
reading a book (13%). “Family time and personal interests and hobbies, the things that 
help us stay human,” said Wolkoff, “are being reduced to an afterthought because of an 
acceptance that this is the way it is.” (Today’s Family News)  

national News
Washington Governor Increases Domestic-Partner Benefits   

Gov. Christine Gregoire recently signed a law granting domestic partners in Wash-
ington more than 170 rights and benefits traditionally reserved for married couples. 
The law, which goes into effect June 12, covers community property, guardianship, 
and powers of attorney. Openly gay members of the Legislature sponsored the measure. 
Washington’s law now resembles California’s, which mirrors traditional marriage in 
every way but the name. Focus on the Family comments that “domestic partnerships 
blur the lines of family law until marriage — our most pro-child institution — is mean-
ingless.” (Citizen Link)

Washington School District Denies Access to Christian Group 
A Washington school district has refused to honor the rights of Christian students 

wishing to assemble on campus. The East Valley School District in Spokane, Wash., 
has denied the group access to school facilities during the school day for prayer and 
religious discussions while allowing other students to meet for nonreligious purposes. 
The school’s career services room is open three days a week during the lunch period 
for students to engage in discussion and group activities, but the Christian group was 
prohibited from meeting. “The school’s position is at odds with numerous court deci-
sions on such matters,” said Jeremy Tedesco, legal counsel for ADF. “As the Supreme 
Court has stated, students do not shed their constitutional rights at the schoolhouse 
gate.” (Citizen Link)

Vietnam
Vietnam is in transition. Entire church denomi-
nations have been registered, and several house 
churches have received permission or registration. 
The new ordinance on religion has been imple-
mented and, as a result, the church is enjoying 
more freedom than it has in decades. The church’s 
role in society has become more visible, and the 
state encourages social activities. These improve-
ments have especially been felt in the cities. Not all 
is well yet, however. There are still religious pris-
oners; at least one believer was killed, and tribal 
areas experience a greater degree of restriction 
compared with their urban counterparts. Over-
all, though, the situation has improved markedly. 
(Open Doors)

PERSECUTION IN FOCUS
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 Christian World View

Items for Prayer
v	Pray for strength and perseverance for those 

who seek to reverse the prevalence of sinful 
media in our lives.

v	Pray for reversal of anti-family laws that 
diminish the sanctity of marriage.

v	Give thanks for reduced persecution of the 
Christian church in Vietnam. May true 
believers be encouraged in their walk with 
the Savior, Jesus Christ.  

v	Pray for a reversal of attempts to eliminate 
the worship or even mention of our God 
and Creator in public institutions and other 
places of assembly.

John Goudzwaard

2008 HRC Men’s Conference 
September 5 and 6, 2008

All men are invited to attend this conference for 
further instruction in different aspects of our daily 
life. It will be held at Pearce Williams Christian 
Centre in Fingal, ON (near London, ON). Fur-
ther details to follow.

FREE REFORMED Student 
Society MEETING

Rev. Maurice Roberts plans to speak on John Knox 
on Friday, June 6, 2008 at 8:00 p.m. in the Dundas 
FRC meeting room. We welcome young people 
in the workforce, college, and university to attend 
our meetings.

Rev. Maurice Roberts is Pastor of the Greyfriars 
Congregation, Inverness, of the Free Church of 
Scotland (Continuing).



What is self-image? Basically, self-image is the view you have 
of yourself. This is the most basic definition, but it lacks a stan-
dard by which we can evaluate our self-image. Let’s expand this 
definition and see what standards the world uses. The world 
would say that self-image includes certain qualities that you 
possess, such as being friendly, good-looking, and wealthy. The 
world’s definition would also include our feelings of personal 
worth, which would ask questions like, “How do I feel? What 
do I look like? Do I measure up to my friends’ estimation of 
what I should be?” The world’s definition often looks at role 
models in the entertainment and sports industries and says that 
we should copy them in order to feel happy and have a healthy 
self-image. 

Now let’s expand our definition of self-image in the bibli-
cal sense and see what standards appear. What does the Bible 
say about our image? Genesis 1:26 – 27 says, “And God said, 
Let us make man in our image, after our likeness…. So God 
created man in his own image, in the image of God created he 
him; male and female created he them.” So the Bible traces our 
self-image from God’s image: we were created in His image. 
Before the Fall, this image of God in us was made up of a right 
knowledge of God, righteousness, and holiness, because we 
were created without sin. Adam and Eve were solely concerned 
with enhancing God’s image in themselves and translating 
God’s glory into this world rather than worrying about how 
they looked in each other’s eyes. After the Fall, however, this 
image of God in us was shattered; we lost that knowledge, 
righteousness, and holiness. God’s Word — the one standard 
we are to measure ourselves by — tells us that something is 
seriously lacking in our self-image; we lack God’s image in a 
radical way. The Bible also tells us that we need this image of 
God recreated in us through Jesus Christ, the Second Adam. 

We will not be truly happy until we have this biblical view 
of ourselves and are being recreated into the image of Jesus 
Christ.

How many of you looked in the mirror this morning? 
You probably spent some time combing your hair, brushing 
your teeth, and washing your face. What were you thinking 
as you looked in the mirror? Maybe your thoughts ran along 
the lines of “Oh, I’m so ugly, I wish I was as pretty as Sally; 
then I could fit in with her group of friends. Maybe if I did 
my hair the way she does hers, she’ll accept me.” Or perhaps, 
“I wish I was better looking; I’ve been trying to catch Emily’s 
eye, but she’ll only look at Dave.” Or did your thoughts run 
along a different line, such as, “Lord, I am created in Thy 
image; help me today to accept the person I am. Lord, recre-
ate my heart inwardly so that I might serve Thee better and 
show love to those around me”? Or, “Lord I am a sinner in 
need of Thy grace. Lately I’ve been feeling down about how 
I look, but I realize that Thy purpose with me is more than 
how I look on the outside, but rather how my heart is on the 
inside, in relation to Thee.”

There are two standards here informing your self-image. 
Can you detect them? The first two examples show the stan-
dards that other people and the world set for us, or that we 
set for ourselves so that we can feel good. The second set of 
examples reveals a striving for a biblical view of self in the eyes 
of God with an emphasis on the heart, not so much on the out-
ward appearance. The next time you look in the mirror, think 
of this: by what standard should I measure myself, the world’s 
standard or God’s standard?

Maarten Kuivenhoven is a theological student at Puritan Reformed Theological 
Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Self-Image (1)
By What Standard 
Do We Measure 

Ourselves?
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